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PREFACE. 


N the author’s intercourse with both professors and 

non-professors, he has found a considerable lack of 
knowledge as to the origin, character, and power of 
Satan. With the view of instructing the people of his 
pastoral charge on these subjects, he prepared and deliv- 
ered the following Lectures some years ago. But, in 
collecting his materials, he was unable to find any formal 
treatise on anything pertaining to Satan except his exist- 
ence. This fact suggested the propriety of giving these 
Lectures to the reading world, in order to fill up, as they 
might, the blank that seems to exist in our religious lit- 
erature. His object is simply to fufnish a calm and scrip- 
tural statement of the salient features of Satan’s history. 
The work is doubtless defective in many things, and is 
by no means exhaustive. 
_The author makes no special claim to originality in 
these Lectures. He has freely used all the aids within 
his reach. Portions of the work may be little more 
than a compilation of the recorded thoughts of others or 


the various subjects in hand, gathered up in a course of 
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reading running through years. For many of his argu- 
ments, facts, and illustrations, he is indebted specially to 
Dr. Buchanan’s Modern Atheism, Dr. Spring’s First 
Things, a work on £vil not from God, and a small 
pamphlet entitled Demonology, or Spiritualism. 

He commits this little work to a generous public, hop- 
ing that it may, under Divine grace, contribute some- 


thing to the overthrow of Satan’s kingdom in the world. 


—_ 
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LECTURES ON SATAN. 


EsEOTUR Eat. 


THE EXISTENCE OF SATAN. 


' “BE sober, be vigilant, because your adversary, the devil, as a 
ee lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”—1 PETER, 

HESE words reveal to us the existence of an 

adversary, called “the devil.” The original 
word is dzabolos, signifying a calumniator, or false 
accuser. He is an enemy to the human race, and 
deceit and falsehood are his weapons. His pro- 
fession is calumniation, and the righteous are the 
special objects of his accusations. These words 
also reveal the character of this adversary. He is 
denominated “‘a lion,” fierce and cruel. He is like- 
wise described as a “‘roaring” lion. The lion roars 
when he is hungry. When night has come, when 
silence sits queen below, and when all the world is 
unarmed, the lion rises from his lair, startles the 
wilderness with his miniature thunder, and begins 
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the hunt. The devil, then, is a hungry adversary. 
He is greedy: a glutton whose food is the human 
soul. He is further represented as “ walking 
about.” He is no idler, unlike many whom he 
overtakes. He is busy, always stirring. He was 
so in Job’s day. But he is not busy as Christ was, 
‘‘doing good.” No, he is diligent, ‘‘ seeking whom 
he may devour.” . 

I propose a series of Lectures on Satam The 
attempt is somewhat novel, and perchance hazard- 
ous. We all know something of the power of 
association. Familiarity with evil is certainly dan- 
gerous. The novitiate soldier grows sick at his 
first sight of blood; but when the battle has waxed 
desperate, and he has waded for hours in human 
gore, it becomes a common thing. Some fear is 
therefore entertained lest a biography of Satan 
might excite admiration for his powers, or create 
sympathy for his misfortunes, or discover excuses 
for his crimes. My object, however, is directly the 
opposite. I wish so to exhibit his character and 
works as to stir your very blood with hatred to all 
that pertains to him. And this is not a hopeless pur- 
pose. The ancient Greeks were accustomed to make 


their slaves drunk, and then assemble their children 


FALSE DELICACY. 9 


to witness their shameless conduct; thus teaching 
temperance by the insanity of drunkenness, Ex- 
cepting the forced intoxication, the principle was 
good. There is a dignity in man, not utterly lost, 
that will not degrade itself wittingly —a_ selfish- 
ness, in fact, that refuses to curse itself outright. 
Then, since he is drunk, drag the inebriate to the 
stand, and let his slobbering tongue proclaim the 
disgust of the swill-tub, and warn the young away. 
Just so would I demonstrate the hideous nature of 
Satan, exhibit him in all of his ugly proportions, 
and, above all, impress your minds with the truth 
that he is your adversary, so that you shall learn 
to abhor and resist him. Ignorance of this enemy 
is, after all, your first and greatest danger. 

And I am not insensible to the difficulties that 
environ this subject. There are multitudes who do 
not like to hear such things. They would erase » 
from our vocabulary every allusion to the devil and 
to hell. They would have us preach ‘smooth 
things” to them. They would have us talk perpet- 
ually and exclusively of Heaven, mercy, glory ; 
but we must never shock their nerves with the 
words hell and devil. It is impolite—in the pul- 
pit, but not in the street; impolite im serious dis- 


ne) LECTURES ON SATAN. 


course, but not in jest and blasphemy. Public 
taste, however, is not the Bible. I find these words 
here, and it is my duty to explain them. I dare 
not hide the mouth of the pit, when God himself 
has exposed, and bidden the world look into, its 
sulphurous depths, and fly. Better have the sensi- 
bilities shocked now, than have them shocked and 
riven by the thunders of despair below. Further- 
more, the subject has itsobscurations. The history 
of Satan is somewhat like himself, dark and enigs 
matical. ‘True, his deeds are apparent. We see 
his footprints all about us. We may discover the 
track of this wild beast through every land, every 
home, every experience. Every breeze wafts to 
our ears the groans of his victims as he champs 
them ravenously between his teeth; whilst ever 
and anon our spirits are appalled at some huge 
wickedness walking the earth, like a pestilence 
breathed from his shrivelled lips. And yet his life is 
obscure. Like some Aau-Alux, whose depredations 
fill whole communities with alarm, but who ever 
eludes pursuit, and whose only history is the story 
of his crimes; like such an one Satan claims our 
attention. 


Nevertheless, the Bible has spoken on the subject. 


A PERSONAL DEVIL. — «qq 
It has revealed some things, useful for us to know, 
of the adversary. And in the following discussions 
the voice of inspiration shall be authoritative. 
Nothing original is pretended. A plain and sim- 
ple, and therefore instructive, statement of what 
lies within the circle of Revelation on this subject 
is all that is aimed at in these Lectures. 

Standing out clear and legible on the revealed 
page is this— 

There ts a personal devil. This word devil is 
derived from the Greek dzabolos, which means an 
accuser, slanderer, etc. The Hebrew, Safaz, sig-. 
nifies the same. In Scripture the plural form of 
the word is never applied to wicked, fallen spirits. 
When used in the plural, it describes wicked men, 
whilst the other apostate angels are described by 
other words, but translated ‘‘ devils.” So that, 
strictly and scripturally speaking, there is but one 
devil, the prince of the hosts of sin, the head of 
rebellion against God, the leader of apostate spirits. 
And what is here affirmed is, that what is thus 
termed, in the Bible, the devil, Satan, is a distinct 
personal being. 

He is known by several zames: ‘*'The god of 
this world,” 2 Cor. iv. 4; ‘*Beelzebub the chief 
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of the devils,’ Luke xi. 15; ‘the devil and his 
mels,” Matt. ixxv. 741%; ..% the dragon,” Rev. \Xil. 
7; “the angel of the bottomless pit,” Rev. ix. 11; 
‘‘the great dragon, that old serpent the devil, and 
Satan the deceiver,” Rev. xii. 9; and ‘ the accuser 
of the brethren,” Rev. xii: 10. Now all of these 
titles are suggestive of personality. 

Again, mind is ascribed to him. We read of 
‘the wiles of the devil,” Eph. vi. 113; also of ‘*the 
depths of Satan,” Rev. ii. 24. The destgus of 
Satan imply the possession of mind: as when he 
moved David to number the people, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
1; when he put it into the hearts of Ananias and 
Sapphira to lie to the Holy Ghost, Acts v. 3; 
when he desired to sift Peter as wheat, Luke xxii. 
31; when he tempted Christ, Mark i. 13; and 
when he deceiveth the whole world, Rev. xii. 9. 

Further, works are ascribed to him. ‘Thus we 
read of “the working of Satan,” 2 Thess. ii. 9; 
and ‘the works of the devil,” 1 John, iii. 8. He 
also exercises domtnzon. He is denominated “the 
god of this world—the prince of the power of the 
air,” Eph. ii. 2; ‘*the devil and his angels,” Matt. 
xxv. 41; and he is said to ‘*work in the children 


of disobedience,” Eph. ii. 2. 
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He is likewise represented as possessing charac- 
fer. We is described asa decetver, Rev. xii. 93 
asa murderer, John viii. 443; ‘*the wicked one,” 
1 John, iii. 12; Zar, John viii. 44; and the tempter, 
Matthew iv. 3. He is also described as having 
and exercising the faculty of the w77/. This is ex- 
pressly asserted in 2 Tim. ii. 26, where the apos- 
tle speaks of persons caught in ‘the snare of the 
devil, who are taken captive at his will”; and it is 
necessarily understood in every passage represent- 
ing him as acting or planning. 

And, finally, a fate is assigned him. He is, with 
all his angels, delivered into chains of darkness, 
reserved unto judgment, 2 Peter, ii. 4; and ‘‘ever- 
_ lasting fire” is prepared for him, Matt. xxv. 41. 

Here, then, we have the names, the attributes, 
the character, the actions, and the fate of a person, 
all ascribed to the devil. Now, I venture the 
assertion that no one, not prepossessed by some 
favorite theory, can read these Scriptures and not 
conclude that the thing, power or agent thus de- 
scribed is a person, a being altogether distinct from 
others. This is the natural impression on the 
mittd; and any other view of Satan must be foreign 
to the plain teaching of the Word, and a reflection 
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on the veracity of inspiration. Yet there are some 
professing to reverence the Bible, who deny the 
personality of Satan. Now,I cannot trace this 
negation through all the protean shapes which it 
has put on and shed in time; I can only indicate 
its leading features. 

Some of the ancients believed that evil was 
inherent in matter, — that what we call sin was in- 
separably connected with all forms of materiality ; 
and hence they strove, by denying the carnal appe- 
tites, and by mental abstraction, to live as far re- 
moved from the body as possible, imagining that 
in so far as we are unconscious of contact with 
matter, in that proportion are we holy and happy. 
To the same sentiment may be traced the opposi- 
tion of many to the doctrine of the resurrection. 
They suppose that there is something too gross in 
the body to enjoy the refined pleasures of the future 
state. And this same pagan idea has entered into 
nearly every modern system of theology which 
denies the existence of a personal devil. Univers- 
alists and Unitarians now tell us that Satan has no 
real existence, that the Scriptures which represent 
him as a personal entity are figurative, and that the 
devil of the Bible is simply the principle of evil 
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which, they inform us, prevails in nature. They 
will have only a symbolical devil, an allegorical 
person, a property of nature personified. And 
hence they teach that, when death dissolves the 
alliance between the body and the spirit, the latter, 
whatever its previous history, enters at once into 
Heaven; or, it may be, pressed by modern light, 
they will invent some expurgatory scene, where 
the soul can, in time, satisfy Divine justice, and 
wash away the stains of this lower world. And 
then some proceed to tell us how the final confla- 
gration will resolve all matter into annihilation, 
and thus deliver the universe from the presence of 
evil. Now all this is itself one of ‘the we/es 
of the devil”; a covert wherein the hunter of hell 
conceals himself till his prey comes within his 
power. ‘The lion in ambush is very willing for his 
expected victim to believe that there is no such a 
being in all the world: the desperate bound, the 
crushing fall, will dispel the dream. Moreover, it 
stands confronted and condemned by that convic- 
tion which fastens itself on every candid reader 
who believes that the statements of Scripture were 
not intended to deceive. Yea, it violates the very 


genius and spirit of Revelation. It eviscerates the 


fy 
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Bible of all significance, robs its grand and awful 
disclosures of all their verity, and converts them 
into a picture for the curious to stare at. 

1. The interpretation that resolves ‘‘ the devil,” 
delineated in Scripture, into a simple figure, would 
convert the universe also into an allegory. The 
angels, Christ, and God, are known to us only by 
their names, attributes, characters, works, and states. 
These, indeed, exhaust the resources of our knowl- 
edge concerning any invisible being whatever, of 
whose personality we have no doubt. Now Satan 
is represented in the Bible under all these condi- 
tions; and, if they are sufficient to demonstrate the 
personality of God, of Christ, or of Gabriel, they 
should also be sufficient to demonstrate the person- 
ality of Satan. And it is worthy of special notice 
that nowhere in the Bible is his personality denied ; 
nowhere is it intimated that he is not a real being; 
nowhere is it suggested that all or anything said of 
him is symbolical, or to be understood figuratively. 
Then, since all the ordinary marks of a personal 
existence belong to Satan, and since there is not a 
hint that the scriptural account of him is not strictly 
true, if, after all, the thing thus described is an al- 


legory or unreality, for the same reason everything 


THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST. 1s, 


else, similarly described, must be unreal also. Hav- 
ing the same proofs of the personality of Satan that 
we have of any other being unseen by us, they who 
preach a symbolical devil should also preach a 
symbolical Adam, a symbolical Christ, a symbolical 
God, a symbolical universe. That theory must be 
false which, when pushed to its conclusions, treats 
the Word of God as a mere record of myths or 
fables wherein nothing is revealed, and wherein a 
prodigious fancy is\required to discover any sense 
at all. 

2. The temptation of Christ directly contradicts 
the doctrine of no-devil. The agent in that wicked 
assault refuses very obstinately to be defined as the 
principle of evil. It cannot be forced into harmony 
with a property of nature. Our Saviour, in that 
solitary contest, was grievously tormented ; His mind 
was sorely agitated ; His soul was profoundly stirred 
by horrid thoughts, amazed by wicked, blasphe- 
mous suggestions. Whencecame they? The Scrip- 
tures ascribe them all to ‘“‘the devil,” ‘‘ Satan,” 
‘the tempter.” Who or what was this? ‘To say 
that it was Christ’s own nature, His own thought, 
or His own desire, would be equivalent to saying 
that He was a sinner. We cannot believe this. 


. 2 
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Christ was perfect. No evil was attached to His 
nature. Therefore no guile could be found in Him, 
no evil thought could originate in His mind, no 
diabolical suggestion could rise up spontaneously 
in His bosom. The temptation must have come 
from without, from some agency external to Him- 
self. ‘* The. devil” was outstde of Christ. It 
“came to him,’ said’ to him,” and “ 7e7e ia 
But, as there was no visible agent outside of Christ 
from which such a temptation could proceed, it 
must have been some invisible power. But no 
good angel would have suggested the wicked 
thoughts with which Jesus was afflicted. The only 
rational solution is, that it was some evil spirit; —. 
and the further fact, that it thought, and skilfully 
pursued a plan, proves that it was a person, and 
not simply a property or principle in nature. 

A certain class of modern sceptics are accus- 
tomed to represent the temptation of Christ as orig- 
inating in His own thoughts at the discovery that 
He possessed miraculous power. The question 
then presented itself, What should He do with the 
awful gift? And it occurred to Him that He might 
use it for His own aggrandizement. Now, that 


such a thought may have occurred to Him may not 


? hy 
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be denied; but if this were all, it is difficult to un- 
derstand where the temptation was. The hoary 
saint knows that he could kill that child for the 
penny in its hand; but the bare occurrence of the 
thought is no temptation to him. If the thought 
occurred to Christ, and was attended by strong de- 
sires in Him to pervert His miraculous power to 
His own personal interest in the world, then it 
might have been truly said of Him, “* He hath a 
devil.” But this militates against the conceded 
perfection of Christ, and must be condemned by 
these same sceptics who now so loudly proclaim 
that our Saviour’s great superiority consisted in the 
fact that His heart was always right. What was 
it, then, that said to Him, so wickedly, ‘* All these 
will I give thee if thou wilt fall down and worship 
me”? Hither there was a personal devil in that 
temptation, or there was no Son of God tempted. 
The record will not quadrate with *‘ the principle 
of evil.” The letter, as well as the whole structure 
of Revelation, resists the torture that makes the head 
and front of all offending only a property of nature. 

After all, the question of Satan’s personality is 
one relating to the credibility of the Scriptures. 


The existence of the devil is so clearly taught in 
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the Bible, so necessarily a part of the revealed 
Word, so legible on its very face, and so thoroughly 
interwoven with all of its deliverances, that to 
doubt it is to doubt the authenticity of the Bible it- 
self. Are we to regard the Bible as the tribunal of 
ultimate appeal on all matters of religion; are we 
to receive its testimony as infallible and settling all 
controversy on which it speaks, to doubt which is 
a high crime against God, its author; or is there 
another throne of judgment where the Bible itself 


is to be examined and judged? Are we to believe © 
the Word of God, or the word of vain man? This 


is the question presented when you raise the ques- 
tion of Satan’s personality. There it is, so plainly 
written that a child can decide between us; brand 
that as untrue, and you brand the whole as untrue. 
Yes, the entire system of Revelation stands or falls 
with the existence of Satan; not that Ze is essential 
to truth, but that the verity of the record concerning 
him is essential to God’s honor and our hope. This 
fact, too, has worked itself out in history. In all 
ages of the Church, unbelief of this doctrine has 


been marked by a corresponding unbelief of the 


Scriptures, The man who can reject a doctrine so 


fully revealed as this, will find no difficulty in re- 
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jecting all, if it ever suits him to do so. The tes- 
timony of God’s Word is not the measure of. his 
faith. He is at sea, and may land in unknown 


regions. 
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THE PERSONALITY OF SATAN. 


“Lust Satan get an advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his 
devices.” — 2 CORINTHIANS, ii. 11. 


HAT the Scriptures do present, on their very 

face, the idea of a personal devil, ts not denied 
by the most reckless Universalist. That the agent 
or power denominated, in the Bible, Satan, the 
devil, that wicked one, etc., is a distinct and per- 
sonal being, is just what every artless reader con- 
ceives. The Word of God seems to teach the doc- 
trine. ‘This is the fact that so troubles unbelievers ; 
and to explain it away they have taxed their inge- 
nuity severely. The theory of the principle of evil 
has been invented to meet the plain doctriné of 
Scripture. But it fails. It would, as shown in the 
former lecture, recklessly reduce the entire super- 
sensuous world to a mere hieroglyph; while it 
would strip the Bible of all its credibility. We 
are shut up to the reception of the doctrine, or the 
rejection of the Word. Take the text. With the 
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common orthodox view, the passage is intelligible, 
clear, instructive; but on the hypothesis that the 
word ‘* Satan” represents the principle of evil, it wi 
ig absolutely without meaning. Neither learning 
nor faith can extort any sense from a sentence rep- 
resenting a prznciple in nature as displaying con- 
trivance, designs, stratagems, or shifts; and all 
directed against the righteous in this world! To 
believe that men, sober, serious men, who ever held 
their eyes upon the Judgment-Bar, wrote in such a 
strain and such a style, on what they-deemed the 
most solemn and awful things, requires a larger 
amount of credulity than is allotted to most men. 
‘‘The common people,” for whom the Bible was 
intended, as for others, cannot attain to such high 
faith. ‘They receive the Bible as the Word of God, 
and they, therefore, believe just what is there set 
forth. 

But this theory which makes Satan synonymous 
with the principle of evil is also irreconcilable with 
reason and nature. By a principle of nature is 
understood a property. Thus, it is a principle of 
nature that all bodies mutually attract each other ; 
and this we term a property of matter. Hence, if 


evil is a principle of nature, and especially inherent 
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in matter, then it must be a property of matter. 
Now, every student knows that every property ts 
perpetually present with tts substance. LExten- 
sion, for example, is always associated with mattes. 
You cannot find matter in any condition without 
length, breadth, and thickness. So of attraction ; 
it is impossible to conceive of any material sub- 
stance over which this property does not exert its 
power. And so of every other. Then if evil bea 
property of matter, it must always and universally 
be connected with matter, in all forms and in all 
conditions. If the devil is identical with a quality 
of nature, he must show himself universally with na- 
ture: he must be in everything tangible or visible. 
_Now, is this so? Is evil as universally prevalent 
and necessary as extension or attraction? Is 
there evil in the sunshine? Is the devil in the dew? 
Is Satan in the rose? This block of wood, —what 
harm can you say of it? Even that stone which has 
fallen from some nodding cliff and crushed your _ 
limb, why, what evil has it done? In itself it is in- 
ert and passive. Move it, and it will continue to 
move in the direction you give it till stopped by 
some other power. When resting on that cliff it 


would have remained there forever, had not some 
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extraneous force started it from its moorings. No 
man in his senses would ever dream of bringing in- 
animate matter into judgment for wrongs done by 
it. The idea of evil never is presented in connec- 
tion with matter till we ascend to a higher region 
of thought, till another and distinct power is intro- 
duced. The deduction is inevitable that evil is not 
always and necessarily present with matter. It re- 
sides in something else as its substance; and it can- 
not, therefore, be a property of matter. In other. 
words, the principle of evil is not in nature. 
Furthermore, the existence of moral ev7l ex- 
cludes the idea of its being simply a principle. 
Principles or properties exert themselves blindly, 
spontaneously. They are not sometimes active and 
sometimes passive. The law of gravitation never 
intermits, never gives up its hold upon our world. 
Neither do they adjust themselves to occasions, or 
proportion their forces to the expediences of the 
time. The rocking wall, without regard to the 
consequences, however awful, will fall the moment 
it loses its balance. The volcano will burst and 
the earthquake will open just when the dread forces 
within have collected sufficiently; and they will 
take no note of the disaster they are to work— 
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whether an ant-hill or a populous city is to be over- 
whelmed. And so it is with all the principles of 
nature. They never wait to ‘“‘get an advantage of 
us”; they never exhibit any ‘‘devices” for or 
against us. But evil does not present itself exclu- 
sively in crumbling walls, in storms, in earthquakes, 
and in other physical phenomena. It shows itself 
under the direction of will and design. There are 
great planus of evil, dreadful plots, involving large 
outlays of thought and artifice, and pursued with 
consummate skill. Now, whether evil be a mere 
principle or not, it certainly cannot thzzk; it can- 
not invent. Evil may be a property; but the fac- 
ulty of thought is another and independent property. 
They may be associated together, they may reside 
in the same subject; but they cannot be identical. 
The intelligence, therefore, which is discovered in 
the phenomena of evil, brings to our consideration 
another distinct substance, of which intelligence is 
predicable, and in which evil peculiarly resides. 
It is not evil itself, but evil belongs to it; it is not 
intelligence itself, but intelligence belongs to it. 
But intelligence is an attribute peculiar to a person, 
to an entity that is immaterial or independent of 


matter. Thus the existence of moral evil, or evil 
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under the government of intelligence, demonstrates 
the existence of a Zersox from whom all evil pro- 
ceeds. 

Outside of the scriptural creed, there is but one 
rational escape from the incongruities that beset the 
theory of a symbolical devil, or the peccant nature 
of matter; and that is materialism. According to 
the orthodox belief, there. is a dualism in nature, 
body and spirit. This is denied by materialism, 
which affirms that all existences are included in one 
material substance. The world of matter is all-em- 
bracing; the world of. spirit is a-dream. The doc- 
trine of a wicked spirit is of course excluded. 
There is no room for it; and whatever evil there is 
must be material. This is modern Sadduceeism. 
But, with all of its promises, this theory is freighted 
with absurdities which must banish it from all 
Christian entertainment. Take the phenomena of 
mind. They who deny the existence of spirit, or 
an immaterial substance, Jeléeve in thinking, cog- 
ztatzve matter! Now, the bald statement should 
be enough to condemn it; but as materialists do not 
hesitate to avow it, and as it is somewhat capti- 


vating to a certain class of minds, it may be well to 
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push the inquiry further. Of many arguments on 
this subject, I select the following: 

There are but three methods by which matter 
may be invested with the property of thought. 
1. It may be inherent in every form of matter. 
And then the stones, the flowers, your toes, your 
fingers, are all thinking as well as your brain! No 
sane man believes this. 2. Thought may be the 
result of a peculiar organization; as when par- 
ticles of matter are combined in the shape and 
proportions of the human body, thought may man- 
ifest itself. Now, if there is no innate tendency to 
thought in the isolated particles of matter (and 
there cannot be, unless the previous supposition be 
true), then, of course, these particles cannot, under 
any circumstances or combinations, contribute 
anything to thought as the result. It is not in 
them ‘separately, and it cannot, therefore, be in 
_ them collectively. They cannot impart what they 
do not themselves contain. Now, if it is affirmed 
that, when these thoughtless atoms are cast into 
the human form, intelligence is the product of this 
material configuration, then you have an effect for 
which you have no cause. You have thought, for 


the creation of which the particles have no power. 
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You have in the whole more ‘than the parts 
thereof possess; in the product, more than the 
factor can produce! Is it in any sense possible 
that five pounds, say, of sand, can be cast into any 
shape whatever so that, as a result, the same sand 
shall weigh ten pounds? This is the feat of ma- 
terialism! 3. Or the power of thought may be 
superadded to the ordinary properties of matter ; 
in which case the power of thought must inhere to 
every part of the organization, so that each particle 
shall contribute its share to the final sum of intel- 
ligence. But here the theory is pressed with two 
problems. rst, the divisibility of matter. Since. 
the atoms of the body are extended and divisible, 
the soul, mind, or thought, adhering to these par- 
ticles, must be extended and divisible also. This 
is inevitable. And then, in the language of Dr. 
Thomas Brown, “it will not be more absurd to 
talk of the twentieth part of an affirmation, or the 
quarter of a hope, of the top of a remembrance, 
and the north and east corners of a comparison, 
than of the twentieth part of a pound, or of the 
different points of the compass in reference to any 
part of the globe.” And, secozd, the continuity 


of personal consciousness. Every one knows that 
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he is identically the same person to-day that he was 
yesterday. But according to this theory, personal 
intelligence must vary every day; for the atoms 
composing the human body are in a constant and 
ceaseless mutation, and therefore the thought 
lodged in each atom must change with it. An at- 
tempt has been made to meet this difficulty by 
supposing that each retiring atom in the body 
leaves its share of consciousness as an inheritance 
to its successor. This, however, is admirably an- 
swered by an old writer, thus: “Sir John Cutler 
had a pair of black worsted stockings, which his 
maid darned so often with silk, that they became 
at last a pair of silk stockings. Now, supposing 
those stockings of Sir John’s endued with some de- 
eree of consciousness at every particular darning, 
they would have been sensible that they were the 
same individual pair of stockings, both before and. 
after the darning!” 

I might add here that materialism is essentially 
athezsttc. The vandal argument that feloniously 
falls upon .everything immaterial, all mind and 
spirit, is just as hostile to the Deity. If there is 
only one substance, and that is matter, then there 


can be no Spirit, no God. He who sees in the 
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phenomena of mind nothing but the elaborations 
of matter, has no right to infer that, beyond the 
region of experience, the phenomena of design are 
anything else than the products of chemistry — 
matter grinding out thought! There are material- 
ists who believe in God; but it is because their 
faith is better than their reason. 

I have thus dwelt on materialism, because it is 
the last refuge of those who deny the personality 
of Satan. Enough has been advanced, I think, to 
show that it is incompetent to explain the power of 
thinking, and that therefore the theory of evil be- 
ing simply a quality of matter does not account for 
the fact of moral evil in the world. 

An old story relates. that a certain man had a 
dream. He dreamt that all dreams were false. 
Well, he thought, if a7 dreams are false, ¢#zs one 
is false; and if this one is false, some dreams are 
true; and if some dreams are true, this one may 
be true; and if this one be true, then all dreams 
are false! And thus he found himself reasoning in 
an endless circle; for his dream was a suicide. 
But another man had a dream. He dreamt, in the 
daytime, that all things are false, that there is noth- 


ing certain, that life is an allegory. Well, we have 
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thought, if all things are false, this sceptical phil- 
osophy is false too; and if it is false, then some 
things are true; and if some things are true, this 
may be true; and if this be true, then there is noth- 
ing true! And thus we find ourselves travelling 
in a perpetual circle, and endless contradiction. 
For the theory is a felony against itself. In essay- 
ing to drag down the universe, Sampson-like, it 
pulls all down upon its own head; and in thus 
destroying itself makes way for truth. The infer- 
ence I make is, that some things are true, and that, 
therefore, the existence of mczd, independent of 
matter, is a possible thing; unless there is some- 
thing in the nature of things which renders it 
impossible. But, only grant the being of God, and 
then nature enters no protest against it. The exist- 
ence of invisible creatures, in fact, is originally less 
improbable than the existence of man. God isa 
Spirit; and, delighting in His own nature, He 
would create beings more like Himself, more spirit- 
ual, than man—this is what reason would con- 
clude. Then look round the world. A scale of 
being presents itself everywhere. Marks of grada- 
tion are visible in all the field of observation. 


There is a regular ascent in life, from matter in its 
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lowest form,up to man, who is matter in its highest 
form on earth. In him there is something imma- 
terial, something spiritual. He seems to be the 
link between two states—the nexus between the 
world of matter and the world of mind. And as 
there are gradations this side of him, analogy sug- 
gests that there are gradations beyond him —that 
the chasm between him, the lowest spirit, and God, 
the Highest, is filled up with successive and ever- 
culminating spiritualities— that, in fine, man is 
only the ‘‘half-way-house” between nothing and 
_ Deity. The existence of spirits being thus pro- 
vided for, the existence of a wicked spirit is just as 
probable as that of a wicked man. Whatever the 
difficulties that front the doctrine of a devil, 
they are penetrated by the stubborn fact of apostate 
man. 

Thus, the deductions of reason proclaim, not 
only the possible, but even the probable existence 
of a personal devil. ‘The phenomena of evil in the 
world, together with the impotency of sceptics to 
account for these phenomena, imparts a measure 
of certainty to the doctrine which can be despised 
only by the criminally reckless. And then it be- 
‘ comes a solemn verity when Revelation utters its 

3 : 
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voice from the awful depths, and so explicitly 
affirms it. 

An Indian, in dispute with an infidel, finding 
himself unable to cope witlr his antagonist, cut off 
‘all further debate by saying, ‘‘I have two strings to 
my bow; if one breaks, I still have one.” And so 
I will close this argument with the sceptic. We 
are safe, let the question terminate as it may. If - 
there is no devil, no hell, wherein are you better 
than we? AQ figure, an allegory, will be as kind to 
us as to you. If you are right, we cannot suffer 
from our faith. And if there is a devil, if we are 
right in our creed, then we are prepared for the 
worst, equipped for eternity, armed for victory, and 
for bliss. But, then, helpless sceptic, all is lost to 
you. If an error, ours is harmless; if an error, 
yours is fatal! The stake isimmense. The soul, 
eternity, Heaven, Hell, these are the issues. Fools 
will laugh, wise men will consider. 


LECTURE III. 


THE ORIGIN OF SATAN. 


* AND the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
. habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day.’”? —JuDE, 6. 


TCHE Origin of Satan isa question of consider- 
able interest. It is synonymous with the origin 
of evil, which has occasioned no little speculation 
in thinking circles. Two theories were enter- 
tained among the old heathen philosophers on this 
subject. Some accounted for the existence of evil 
by supposing the malignity of matter. This was 
discussed in the last lecture, and I therefore dismiss 
it as disposed of. Others explained the phenom- 
enon of evil by supposing the existence of an efer- 
nal wicked spirit. This theory may be viewed in 
one of two aspects. 
First. This evil spirit may be regarded as self- 
existent and independent of God. This view has 
been supported by the doctrine of correspondences 


er contraries. We have day and night, heat and 
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cold, the negative and positive poles, attraction and 
repulsion, and many other such contraries in na- 
ture. Now, it is argued that we should expect 
the same characteristic in morals. We should look 
for moral polarity as well as material, for evil as 
the antithesis of good; and, if there be a good 
spirit, for an evil spirit likewise; for a devil as 
well as God. Thus the idea of some evil agent is . 
introduced as self-existent and eternal. One con- 
sideration, however, is deemed sufficient to show 
the untenableness of this view. Zhere can be but 
one infinity. The fundamental idea of infinitude 
is that it admits of no limitation; it is absolutely 
boundless. ‘Thus we cannot conceive of ¢wo efer- 
mittes. If we suppose a second, by that very 
hypothesis we annihilate the first. One gives 
bounds to the other. The first is limited by the sec- 
ond. Neither embraces @// duration, for what is in 
one cannot be in the other. And, if either is con- 
ceived to embrace all. duration, then the other be- 
comes finite; it is not eternity. And so it is 
impossible to conceive of two dzstinct eternal be- 
ings. An eternal being is an infinite being; for 
one attribute of infinity, at least, belongs to it, 


namely, that of eternal duration. If, therefore, 
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one such being be granted, he must include all es- 
sential being; otherwise he would not be infinite, 
and could not, therefore, be eternal. Hence, the 
moment you introduce another infinite being you 
set a limit to the dimensions of the first. He does 
not embrace a/Z necessary being, for there is 
another being beyond him. He is not infinite, and 
therefore not eternal. Hence, if there is One eter- 
nal spirit, there cannot be a second. The One 
' includes all infinity, and, therefore, excludes every 
other. If there is an eternal Deity, there cannot be 
an eternal devil. The very conception is an ab- 
surdity and a contradiction. 

Second. This eternal wicked spirit may be re- 
garded, not as distinct from God, but as the com- 
plement of his character, a necessary feature of 
the Divine. This is now a favorite theory with a 
certain class of speculators. It is said that evil is 
an essential element, a decoration of nature in fact, 
necessary to completeness. And some have la- 
bored to show that it is not positive in its nature, 
but a negative good—the counterpart of perfection. 
Nothing would be complete, there could be no 
good, without it. The night is necessary for the 


discovery of beauties which could never be seen 
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with perpetual day. Sickness is necessary to com- 
pel obedience to the laws of health. Danger is 
necessary to courage. Afflictions are but whole- 
some discipline; and plagues, in all their forms, 
are only blessings in disguise. Accordingly, the 
severe logic of transcendentalism has affirmed the 
identity of contraries. Things in opposition differ 
only in appearance. They are essentially one. 
Night and day, heat and cold, pain and pleasure, 
are a unit, after all! And so the conclusion is 
reached that evil is not positively and essentially 
evil; it is only a modification of good, the comple- 
ment of Deity. 

Now the mere statement of this theory is its own 
refutation. It may appear plausible, if not impreg- 
nable. Yet the most illiterate peasant in all the 
world is furnished with an argument before which 
this vaunting Goliah falls. It is the logic of expe- 
rience. No argumentation, however specious, can 
‘convince the man laboring under disease, on the 
rack, or at the stake, that there is no difference be- 
tween pain and pleasure. He is conscious of a 
difference. Even -Pollok’s man, “‘ who never had a 
dozen thoughts in all his life,’ knows that two and 


two make four, and that it is false that two and twa 
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make five. There is an essential difference between 
the two statements, and they can never become one. 
The falsehood is not necessary to the truth. And 
so it is in morals. There is an instinct in us 
all that announces a wide distinction, an impass- 
able gulf between virtue and vice, between kind- 
ness and cruelty. Let me illustrate: I have read 
that in the Bartholomew massacre a ruffian seized 
an infant, whose only crime was that its mother 
was a Protestant. Whilst dangling in the air, 
it smiled in the ruffian’s face, and began to play 
with the long beard that hung upon his breast. 
Oh, a heart of stone would have relented at that 
sight! But there was no pity in that rugged 
bosom; and the next instant the little innocent 
was crushed on the pavement! Sir Walter Raleigh | 
was a great man. He lived in the days of chiv- 
alry. Once a young man resolved to insult him. 
He accused him, called him names, followed him 
along the street, and heaped indignities upon him. 
But none of these disturbed the placid spirit of the 
nobleman. At last, growing desperate, the young 
man spat in his face. Laying his hand upon his 
sword, Sir Walter said, ‘‘ Young man, with this 


sword I could take your life, but I can wipe your 
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spittle from my face easier than I could wipe your 
blood from my conscience”; and, drawing his 
handkerchief, he wiped the froth from his brow! 
Now ‘‘look on this picture, and then on that”; 
and who will say there is no difference? One we 
execrate, the other we bless. And yet we are told 
that good and evil, kindness and cruelty, pain and 
pleasure, the devil and God, are one! I have read 
that ‘* fools make a mock of sin.” | 
Moreover, this view contradicts the fundamental 
idea of God. It may be true that night is neces- 
sary to reveal certain scenes in nature; but evil is 
not always and necessarily associated with night. 
Guilt alone has peopled it with dangers, ghosts, and 
hobgoblins. There is no such antagonism between 
night and day as exists between good and evil. It 
is essentially different. It is only one of the salu- 
tary and beautiful varieties that mark the works of 
God. And the same is true of all the ** contraries ” 
which have been mustered to defend this theory. 
There is no szz in any of them. Yet it may be 
true that pains are necessary to warn men against 
transgression ; that afflictions are useful to discipline 
the soul; and that unpleasant remedies are neces- 


sary to heal severe maladies. ‘It is good for me 
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that I have been afflicted,” said an ancient saint. 
The “‘ exceeding weight of glory” is to be the re- 
ward of ‘light afflictions.” Suffering with Christ 
is to be compensated by reigning with Him. This 
is all true of the peculiar economy in which we 
live. In this world, as we find it now, evil waits 
upon good. But the question is, Why is it so? 
Whence this state of things? This peculiar econ- 
omy is itself the problem to be explained. And 
here lies the weakness of the theory I am assailing. 
It accounts for nothing. We all concede that, in a 
subordinate sense, evil issues in good. But the 
mind is not satisfied with this bald discovery. The 
wound must be probed; but whence the wound? 
The soul must be disciplined; but why this stern 
must? ‘This very necessity, this grim use of evil, 
is itself the anomaly, the previous evil, which chal- 
lenges explanation. And it is no answer to tell us 
that this is a characteristic of eternity, a feature of 
Divinity. This is the reply of one pushed to the 
wall, an attempt to conceal the difficulty by an ap- 
peal to ignorance. The mind, the heart, asks for a 
moral day without night, for good without evil, for 
joy without sorrow, for a God without the shadow 
of a Satan upon Him. This is perfection — the 
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necessary and radical idea of God, goodness with- 
out its correlative wrong. 

And here, by way of digression, I will insist that 
the very conception of such a perfect God demon- 
strates His existence. ‘The created mind, in all of 
its excursions, must remain within the purview of 
existence. It cannot transcend the boundaries of re- 
ality. It cannot create. All of its perceptions are 
suggested by the objects around it. They are sim- 
ple, primary apprehensions of external things. 
They are the substrata of all attainable knowledge ; 
and out of these the mind arranges and constructs 
its arguments, theories, fancies; all of which are 
perceptions pfaced in different relations. This be- 
ing true, it is clear that man’s knowledge is bounded 
by reality. He can form no conception of non- 
entity ; for there is nothing there to suggest thought. 
Hence the proverb that there is no theory, however 
absurd, which has not a moiety of truth in it. And 
hence, also, though our conceptions may be false in 
one sense, they are always true in another. The 
primary perceptions, the elements of which they 
are compesed, do exist. Thus the mermaid isa 
false conception. There is no sucha being. Yet 
the elements of that conception have a real exist- 
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ence. ‘The fish exists, and the maid exists. The 
error consists in an unnatural union of two separ- 
ate things. Nevertheless, the mind in that concep- 
tion has not travelled beyond the limits of reality. 
And just such a conception is the hybrid deity of 
whom this theory speaks. It is an unnatural union 
of two distinct things. Wecannot worshipit. Yet 
the elements of that union have an existence. There 
is a devil; there is also a God, and the very con- 
ception of such a perfect eternal Being proves His 
existence. He must exist as an object of thought 
before the mind could apprehend Him. 

I need hardly add that this view contradicts the 
Bible. Making evil an attribute of God, it of 
course makes Him the author of sin. But the one 
teaching of the Bible, repeated, insisted on, and un- | 
equivocally defined, is that “ God is not the author 
of sin,” that He “ tempts no man,” and that He 
hates all sin with a perfect, an intense, and an im- 
placable hatred. If the Bible means anything, it 
means this; and, therefore, however we may ac- 
count for the origin of sin, we must not father it on 
God. We dare not identify the devil as God. 

Having now hunted the lion from his hiding- 


places, let us, with the simplicity of children, turn 
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to the Word of God, and discover, if possible, the 
origin of Satan. Whence did he come? What 
saith the Scripture? Jude describes certain “ an- 
gels that kept not their first estate, but left their 
own habitation.” Peter declares that ‘* God spared 
not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell.” And Isaiah, perhaps in allusion to the same 
event, exclaims, ‘** How art thou fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning!” Now these pas- 
sages teach three things: First, the existence of 
wicked angels. ‘They are prisoners ‘ reserved in 
everlasting chains unto the judgment of the great 

ay”; and their present habitation is ‘ hell ” — 
“under darkness.” Second, this was not always 
their condition. ‘They were once in ‘ heaven,” 


? 


‘their first estate,” and ‘‘their own habitation.” 
The expression, ‘‘their first estate,” more properly 
is rendered thezr principality, and refers to gov- 
ernment or dominion rather than to residence. 
‘‘Their own habitation” seems to have been some 
abode peculiar to them; and the two expressions 
are supposed to indicate that these angels exercised 
dominion in some distant part of creation. Some 
planet, some great globe, some one of the * many 


mansions” in our ‘‘ Father’s house” may have been 
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their Arznecpality —*‘‘ their own habitation,” where 
they governed as subordinate rulers. ‘This, indeed, 
seems to be God’s method of government in our 
world. He rules by proxy. And, for aught we 
know, this method may be observed in other 
spheres and continued in the world to come. Per- 
haps this is intended when it is promised that ‘* we 
shall judge angels,” ‘sit on thrones,” and wear 
‘‘crowns.” But, once more, ¢thezr fall was their 
sin. The expressions ‘‘ kept not their first estate,” 
*¢ left their own habitation,” *‘ fallen,” and ** s¢zzed,” 
are all employed as equivalents. Once they were 
“angels,” now they are “fallen.” They voluntarily 
abandoned the heavenly abode to which they were 
assigned, or threw up the government with which 
they were intrusted; and this was their sin. This, 
then, was the first apostacy, the beginning of evil, 
the origin of **Satan and his angels.” 

There was a time, then, when there was no evil 
under the sun; when no cry of agony went up to 
God, when no foul spirit obtruded itself upon the 
vision of heaven. Lucifer had not fallen from his 
first estate then. When did he fall? When did his 
dark shadow first touch the glory of eternity? 


46 LECTURES ON SATAN. 


When did his harsh voice first break upon the uni- 
versal harmony ? 

Satan is older thanman. When God spoke and 
obedient worlds leapt into being, when the Maker 
lit the suns on high, Satan was. He saw this new- 
born world emerge from chaos; and at that sight, 
angel that he was, chief ‘*‘son of the morning,” 
perchance he led ‘‘the morning stars” in their 
grand song. Old as he is, he had a beginning. 
God created him; not as he is now, a devil. No: 
he was originally an azgel; and like every other 
angel, he came from the hands of his Maker a pure 
and holy being. He worshipped the Almighty, 
paid his vows, and joined the countless multitude 
about the throne in their serenade to Jehovah. But 
he fell from his high station. He sinned, and lost 
his original purity. Of the angels that God made, 
some fell, and thereby became devils. There was 
a revolt in heaven, and Satan headed it. There 
Was a secession, and Satan was the first to preach 
it. Butit was a disastrous rebellion. All engaged 
in it were overwhelmed and cast down to hell. 
When this important event occurred is not known 


on earth —how long after their creation, or how 
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long before the melancholy meeting in Eden, has 
not been revealed. 

Take heed, lest ye fall. This .is the lesson for 
us men. Angels fell. With all their superior 
powers, privileges, and enjoyments, they aposta- 
tized; who of us frail mortals, then, need not fear? 
Contemplating the wreck and ruin of these once 
mighty seraphs, there comes to us a warning from 
far-off worlds: ‘‘Be not high minded, but fear.” 
We are dependent creatures, and in us self-confi- 
dence is always an element of weakness. And 
whatever causes operated the first apostacy, we 
may be sure that it was only the grace of God that 
enabled the adhering angels to stand in their lot. 
It was by Divine power that they kept their first 
estate. And this gracious aid must be our only 
safeguard. He who puts himself in the way of 
temptation, courts danger, dares his Maker, and is 
already half-fallen. Our Saviour knew our need 
when he taught us to pray, ‘* Lead us not into 


temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 


LE OEIERSCiye 


THE FIRST SIN. 


‘*NoT a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the con- 
demnation of the devil.’ —1 Tim. iii. 6. 
HATEVER difficulties encompass the fall 
of Adam, they are as nothing compared 
with those that encompass the fall of Satan. Man 
had a tempter, Satan had none; man was weak, 
Satan was an angel; man was in the world, Satan 
was in heaven, the presence-chamber of the Al- 
mighty; and sin was already in existence when 
man fell, but Satan’s was the frst siz in_ the 
universe. The only condition common to both 
seems to be this—at their creation both were put on. 
probation. That is, they were made under the 
law, with power and liberty to obey or disobey. 
This we know was the original state of Adam; 
and the facts indicate that the angels were created 
under similar liabilities. They were under obliga- 
tions of obedience, endowed with the awful respon- 
sibility of freedom or free agency. In the event of 
their maintaining their primeval integrity, after a 
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time they were to be confirmed in a state of _holi- 
ness and henceforth kept by the power of God; and 
in the event of their apostacy they were to be i im- 
“mediately visited with the penalties of the law. 
- This was perhaps ‘‘their first estate,” common to 
the whole angelic race. Some passed successfully 
through the ordeal; and they are hence termed 
‘“‘the elect angels.” How many thus stood, we 
know not. They are ‘an innumerable company,” 
and ‘*‘ten thousand times ten thousand” ministered 
to the Ancient of Days. Others, as we have seen, 
sinned and fell; how many we cagnot tell — their 
name is ‘‘ legion.” 

How could a holy angel sin? This question has 
never been answered. Some authors appear satis- 
fied with the statement that, since the angels were 
created free, sin was fosszble; and being thus pos- 
sible, it is rational to exfectit. This is certainly 
true, but it is no solution of the mystery. The 
mere possibility of sin can be neither the cause nor 
the occasion of sin. The law of the mind, requir- 
ing an adequate cause for every effect, bars out all 
intruders, and forbids the penetration of this 
enigma. When sin was first conceived in the mind 
of Satan, there was nothing in all the universe to 
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suggest it— there was no temptation, no occasion 
for it. Everything was in harmony with holiness. 
The thought came from within. It originated in 
himself. But here all is chaos. An evil thought 
presupposes an evil mind. But his mind was holy 
then ; how could it conceive an unholy deed? We 
cannot grasp the conception of a holy nature ef- 
fecting an uxzholy thing ; and how was that nature 
so transformed as to transgress, is what defies our 
understanding. An angel one moment, a devil the 
next — this is the Sphynx of history. 

The difficulty is not removed by supposing a 
self-determining will. If, as some contend, the will 
of man, angel and devil is invested with the power 
of acting spontaneously, without reason or motive ; 
if, for example, Satan resolved on sin blindly, if his 
will sinned causelessly, if his mind and affections 
could exercise no“influence over his volitions, then 
he was crazy! It wasnocrime. We do not hold 
those to be criminal whose judgments and affections 
are impotent, who act without motive, who ‘*‘ know 
not what they do.” ‘The very idea of guilt clothes 
the transgressor with the power of determining his 
own volitions. It supposes his will to be neces- 
sarily under the direction of his mental and emotional 
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natures. An evil action is the product of an evil 
actor; and the character of the volition is always | 
determined by the character of the mind that 
authorizes it. ‘‘Men do not gather grapes of thorns, 
nor figs of thistles.” 

View the first sin, therefore, as we may, it is still 
ariddle. And it is so because it belongs to the 
history of heaven. We have an account of the en- 
trance of sin into our world. There was a tempter 
in Eden. This much has been revealed to us, for 
it deeply concerns us; but God has not seen proper 
to write down for our reading the transactions of 
other worlds. He has wisely concealed from us 
the story of events preceding the creation of our 
present habitation. We have enough revealed, 
enough to do now, without the diversion of prying 
into the secrets of ancient Time. 

I will htre briefly consider a few questions 
sometimes raised in connection with this subject. 
It has been asserted by some that God cannot create 
a free, responsible being without its liability to sin, 
and that, therefore, He could not have prevented 
the sin of either angels or men. This, statement I 
must brand as an impudent presumption. Who 


will prescribe limits to the Almighty? Who will 
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presume to say that He cannot create a free agent, 
without making it another god, absolutely indepen- 
dent of its Maker? The statement, indeed, is met | 
bya: Jerr... There are holy and happy creatures 
who have never sinned. Could not God create a 
whole race just like them from beginning to end— 
protecting them by gracious safeguards from all 
actual transgression? Yea, it may be that the 
“‘holy angels” are just such creatures, and that this 
is why they are denominated elect. If it is ob- 
jected that such protection would interfere with the 
liberty of the creature, I reply that this, too, is an- 
swered by fact. God does control free agents with- 
out destroying their liberty. He does it in heaven, 
He does it in our wicked world, He does it in hell. 
We cannot understand how ; for we do not com- 
prehend the Infinite. We cannot tell how God 
does anything. We cannot explain how He made 
the world — how He sustains life. 

The justice or equity of God’s creating free 
agents liable to fall is sometimes questioned. If 
He could have prevented sin, He ought to have 
done it, it is urged. This again is silenced by the 
fact. The good and righteous Jehovah has cte- 
ated such creatures— He has permitted sin. What 
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God has done is a sufficient answer to all impeach- 
ment. Man may quarrel with his Maker; but man 
will get the worst of it. But surely every one, on 
reflection, must concede that when God has cre- 
ated a being holy, endowed it with exalted faculties, 
given to it full power to remain holy, placed it in 
circumstances favorable to obedience and free from 
temptation, and set before it every inducement to up- 
rightness — endless felicity in the event of obedience, 
and endless woe in the event of transgression ; when 
God has done all this, I say, if that creature resolves 
on sin, asa simple matter of justice certainly God is 
under no obligation to interpose against it. The re- 
sponsibility is given, with power to support it; and 
the sense of equity is not violated by the entailment 
ef the consequences. The demands of justice are 
exhausted in the fortifications against sin; and the 
spirit that breaks over them and strikes at its 
Creator is guilty of every crime. The primal sin 
was, therefore, the most wicked, most aggravated 
of allsins. It was committed in heaven, where every 
motive protested against it. It was committed in 
the absence of all temptation. It aimed directly at 
the destruction of all that is pure and lovely and of 


good report. It possessed every attribute of tur- 
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pitude. It was the mammoth crime of all time, 
without excuse or palliation, altogether damnable 
and forever damned. 

The particular sin by which the apostate angels 
fell is supposed to have been Aréde. In the book 
of Job the angels are called ‘‘ morning stars” ; and 
Isaiah calls the proud king of Babylon the same. 
Paul, also, in the text, speaks of przde as the con- 
demnation of the devil; that is, he represents 
pride as the sin for which he was condemned, and, 
therefore, by which he fell. Pride, then, is the first 
and oldest sin. Some suppose that Satan’s pride 
was aroused by the appearance of our world in the 
society of heaven. He saw man’s mysterious glory, 
and feared that his own would be eclipsed thereby ; 
and hence resolved on man’s ruin. Milton, how- 
ever, in his great epic, supposes that Satan’s pride 
was excited by a decree of God that all the angels 
should worship the Son; and says that Satan 
‘could not bear that sight, and thought himself im- 
paired.” He then describes this proud spirit as 
stirring others up to war: 

*¢ Will ye submit your necks and choose to bend 
The supple knee? Ye will not, if I trust 


To know ye right, or if ye know yourselves 
Natives and sons of Heaven.” 
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But Milton’s chronology is exceedingly defective. 
The command to worship the Son (Psalm xcvii. 7, } 
Hebrews i. 6) seems to have been given long sub- 
sequent to the fall of man, and therefore could not 
have been the occasion of Satan’s rebellion. In- 
deed, we have no means of determining on what 
occasion Satan was “‘lifted up.” One conjecture is 
worth as much as another on this subject. 

My hearers, consider the devilish nature of pride, 
“the primal cause of all pain, of all woe to come.” 
Its very essence is antagonism to God. He who 
over-estimates himself will readily go farther. 
Being ‘lifted up” with his own sufficiency, he will 
soon learn to encroach upon the rights of others. He 
is all-important, and all things must therefore sub- 
serve his interest; and as he ascends in his own es- 
teem, he may ere long aspire to divine honors, and 
become a rival of his Maker. No wonder God 
hates it. Horace describes a toad as envying the 
huge proportions of the ox, and inflating itself with 
air, that it might beas big, till it exploded. And 
so it is always. ‘Pride goeth before a fall.” Lu- 
cifer must be cast down. Waxen wings will melt, 
aud he who sails.on them must fall. The proud 


frog must burst. The proudest man is most like 
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his father, the devil. But humility veils the face’ 
and takes the lowest place, and to it the Master 
will say in due time, ‘‘Come up higher.” It was 
proud Haman who was hung: it was humble Mor- 
decai whom the king delighted to honor. 

The punishment of the apostate angels was swift 
and summary. They were not spared a moment, 
but were at once ‘cast down to hell.” I cannot 
agree with those who represent Satan as marshall- 
ing his legions on the celestial plains, and moving 
in battle array against the angelic hosts drawn up 
in line for the defence of the Throne — devils be- 
seiging heaven—mighty spirits engaging mighty 
spirits in unearthly combat! The splendid genius 
of Milton has wrought out a magnificent picture of 
the first revolt. Michael, as prince of the celestial 
armies, meets the banded powers of Satan. One 
whole day is consumed in uproar and collision. 
“‘Long time in even scale the battle hung,” till 
night *‘ grateful truce imposed,” in whose shadow 
the rebellious crew retire. ‘The second day dawns, 
and Satan advances, ‘‘ in hollow cube training his 
devilish enginery, impaled on every side with shad- 
owing squadrons deep”; and_at a given signal, 


‘from those deep-throated engines belched,” there 
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are hurled upon the angelic host ‘‘ chained thunder- 
bolts and hail of iron globes.” This was a surprise, 
and ‘* down they fell by thousands, angel on arch- 
angel rolled.” There is disorder in the ranks of 
heaven now, but not long; for the angels betake 
themselves to the hills and mountains, and, pluck- 
ing them up by the roots, heave them with ‘ jacula- 
tion dire” upon the forces of the foe—and thus, 
with ‘‘ horrid confusion,” the second day expired. 
But the third morning witnesses the appearance of 
the Son upon the field, who, with His own right 
arm, overwhelms the rebel host and drives them 
down, down, down to hell, pursued by furies, blaz- 
ing lightnings, and avenging terrors! Now this 
may be very fine poetry, but it is very poor theol- 
ogvem Phere.is no. warrant..in Scripture for it. 
The following passage in Revelation xii. 7-8, is 
sometimes quoted to support the idea of Milton: 
‘¢ And there was war in heaven; Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought, and his angels, and prevailed not; neither 
was their place found any more in heaven.” But 
every Bible student knows that the events thus de- 
scribed transpired centuries after the birth of Christ. 


No, there is no authority, save a ‘‘ poet’s license,” 
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for dignifying the fall of Satan as a war. It is 
more consonant with the record to believe that ret- 
ribution trod immediately upon the heels of trans- 
gression. Scarcely had the apostates lifted up their 
fronts against Jehovah, when the fated damnation 
seized and overwhelmed them. ‘They could not be 
spared. Their sin was wide-reaching in its ten- 
dency. Should God wink at this first, most malic- 
ious rebellion, engendered in the very precincts of 
glory, He might as well abdicate at once. The 
purity of Heaven was invaded, and the vile conta- 
gion would spread, if not cast out. Other beings 
and other worlds were at stake, and, God of love 
as He was, and ever is, He could not spare these 
hideous traitors to His government. ‘Though az- 
gels, the youth of time, the Reubens of His house- 
hold, He did not spare them. ‘Though so lofty, so 
great and exalted, yea, so dear to God as His crea- | 
tures, He would not exempt them from the judg- 
ments due their sin. And no Redeemer appeared 
to plead for them. Their sin was too outrageous. — 
No Mediator offered to ‘¢ take upon him the nature 
of angels,” and to ransom the fallen. No, their sin 
was without a remedy, and their doom a hopeless 
one. 
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A burden and disgust in heaven, they were ex- 
pelled. That was no place for them. God cast 
them down to hell. Tartarus is the original word. 
It is used in the Greek classics to signify ‘‘ the low- 
est and darkest pit in the universe.” It is doubtless 
‘*the outer darkness” spoken of by Christ, and 
“the bottomless pit” of the Apocalypse. Where 
itis I do not pretend to say. It may be in those 
regions of utter emptiness, the huge “void,” or 
“‘vasty deep,” far away from sun, and star, and 
moon, and world, unpenetrated by light or eye of 
heaven — one wild wilderness of darkness and air- 
less, viewless, endless night. In that abysmal sea 
“hell” may have a local habitation — ‘‘ prepared 
for the devil and his angels”; and there they are 
reserved zz chains of darkness unto judgment. 
_ This does not mean that they are in close confine- 
ment. They are bound over as criminals, have 
their limits, and await the extremity of their pun- 
ishment. 

God ts no respecter of persons. There is not, 
and there cannot be, a being in the universe too 
great or important to escape ptinishment for sin. 
See how God treated the angels that sinned. Their 


power, their beauty, their strength, and their exal- 
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tation availed them nothing when God made inqui- 
sition for sin. Men have said that God is too good 
to punish sin in hell. That means that God is so 
good that He must permit sin to reign—that He 
must yield to the devil! Ah, but they forget that 
Divine goodness has so punished, and punishes yet. 
Angels, principalities, powers, thrones, and sera- 
phim, He will cast down to perdition in a moment 
when sin is upon them. Among men a great name 
covers a multitude of sins. Those in high places 
are privileged characters; and a sycophantic world 
not only tolerates, but praises their vices. It has 
become a proverb among us that “the rich cannot 
be hung.” But, my friend, when men come to 
stand before the Judge of the quick and dead, these 
privileges will avail nothing, unless it be to mag- 
nify guilt and judgment. ‘The tallest trees are first 
struck by lightning. ‘* Where much is given, much 
will be required,” is the rule of settlement, and po- 
sition, fame and power have no charm, and can 
work no spell upon the verdict. Think of this, ye 
who sit in Moses’s seat, who have Abraham for your 
father, and who enjoy the exaltation of Capernaum: 


God is no respecter of persons. 


LECTURE V. 


THE NATURE AND CHARACTER OF SATAN. 


“Gop spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment.” — 2 PETER, ii. 4. 


ATAN is henceforth to be considered as a fallen 
spirit. Having departed from his primeval 
rectitude, he is now everything which that apos- 
tacy, together with the long practice of wickedness, 
can make him. No painter has ever yet drawn his 
full portrait. I shall not try; for he is a nonde- 
script. 

When we think of any being we are accustomed 
to give it form, color, and dimension. Men have 
stretched their Maker on this Procrustean bed — 
they think of Him as one of themselves. The jaun- 
diced eye transfers its own coloring to the objects 
of its contemplation. And so we think of Satan as 
some hideous form. Weconjure up all our con- 
ceptions of the frightful and repulsive, and, combin- 


ing them in one disjointed shape, call it the devil. 


(6r) 


63 LECTURES ON SATAN. 


Some of our picture-books describe him with mighty 
wings, ghastly eyes, ugly horns, a terrible dragon- 
tail, monstrous arms, and altogether a black, ill- 
shapen, horrific wretch. Some of the Jewish 
traditions testify that in their day he was wont to 
assume the human form and enter into society, but 
‘that he could be detected by his feet, which were 
like birds’ claws. The old classics represent their 
satyrs with the feet of goats, that is, clover; and 
perhaps this is the origin of the popular phrase, 
*¢ showing the cloven foot,” signifying one who ap- 
pears well, but is ere long discovered as an im- 
postor. Dante perhaps reflected the popular idea 
of his period when he described the devil of huge 
stature, with three faces: 

‘¢ Under each shot forth two mighty wings, enor- 
mous as became a bird so vast. . 

‘¢ Sails never such I saw outstretched on the wide 
sea. | 

‘‘ No plumes had they, but were in texture like 
a bat. i 

** At six eyes he wept: the tears adown three 
chins distilled with bloody foam. 

‘‘ At every mouth his teeth a sinner champed, 


bruised as with ponderous engine.” 
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I refer to these simply as vulgar notions of the 
nature of Satan; they are the abortive efforts of the 
mind to compass this frightful theme. For we 
must remember that Satan is a sfzrzz. Sin is 
simply a moral phenomenon —a reversion of the 
moral tendencies of nature, and cannot operate any 
radical change in the essential constitution of the 
transgressor. Man sinned, but did not thereby 
cease to be man. And so it is with Satan. He 
has sinned ; but his mental faculties, moral capac- 
ities, and spiritual nature abide still. The differ- 
ence, the fatal difference, is this — all these powers 
were once in harmony with the Divine will, now 
they are in dire rebellion against it. All the dynam- 
ics of his nature, exerted once in behalf of goodness, 
are now engaged in the awful work of damnation. 
But, belonging originally to the angelic race, he 
belongs to it yet. 

I have met with a theory which I will introduce 
here. It is that the angels are not pure spirits. 
They have bodies similar, but superior to the bodies 
of men. And it is urged in proof that in all their 
visitations to our world recorded in Scripture, they 
appeared in bodily shape: they were seen, were 
heard to speak, handled men and were touched by 
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men. It is urged, too, that there is no intimation 
that these appearances were not real—that there 
is no authority for supposing that they were illu- 
sions. Originally, when on probation, like man, 
they were subject to death in case of sin. Death is 
the wages of sin universally. The angels, therefore, 
being corporeal, could die; and those that sinned 
did dite. That is, there was a dissolution of their 
bodies — rotting now in their ancient habitation, 
and for which there is no resurrection; whilst their 
spirits, naked, homeless and houseless, were cast 
out into the deep. It is now their doom to be for- 
ever ‘* seeking rest but finding none.” Hence their 
invasion of our world, and their anxiety to ‘‘ pos- 
sess” men. A home, a resting-place, a shelter, 
.-where the hapless spirit may lodge, is what they 
seek. Expelled from men, they will be content 
with swzze. What a home for aseraph! But this, 
too, is denied them. The Son has come to cast 
them out from thence likewise — ceaseless, restless, 
endless wanderers of the sunless deep! 

All agree, however, that Satan and his angels 
are, now at least, without bodies. The devils are 
always represented in Scripture as sfzrzts, but 


never as appearing in bodily form as devils. They 
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are therefore invisible and impalpable. Satan in- 
deed may possess the power, under Divine permis- 
sion, of putting on material shape; yet I apprehend 
that it is not for mortal eyes to look on pure im- 
material spirit face to face. It is common to repre- 
sent spirit like unto flame. This theory may be 
derived from the Theophanies of the Bible. God 
appeared to Moses in a burning bush; and the 
Shekinah, the visible representation of Jehovah, a 
bright luminous appearance, sat on the mercy-seat 
in the Temple. Spirits are supposed to possess the 
same nature—‘‘shreds from the pall of glory 
riven.” ‘They are represented in the human shape ; 
they cast no shadow; you may penetrate them as 
you would a shade; and they travel with an undu- 
lating motion without touching the ground. All 
this again is a vain attempt to comprehend the un- 
revealed. I cannot define the nature or essence of 
spirit. It is doubtless a substance, but not such as 
we are familiar with. It must possess dimension ; 
for it is limited to place. Satan is therefore finite. 
% ~He cannot be in two places at one time. He is 
not omnipresent. 

There is one prominent feature in our general 
conceptions of Satan, to which I would call your 
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attention: we always think of him as d/ack. And 
the Scriptures give their countenance to this view. 
The text describes the lost angels as * in chains of 
darkness.” Jude represents them as *‘under dark- 
ness,” and denominates the place of their abode as 
“the blackness of darkness forever.” It is not 
simple blackness, nor yet simple. darkness; it is 
blackness multiplied by darkness; it is the inten- 
sest gloom; it is ‘*thrice midnight.” This, of 
course, is figurative, signifying the character and 
misery of Satan and his followers. 

i. There isa singular repugnance to blackness 
among men. Children shun dark places; an eclipse 
is ominous, among the illiterate; superstition 
crowds the night with ghosts, goblins and war- 
locks; and the evil conscience peoples the noctur- 
nal hours with alarms still more unearthly. A 
notorious infidel, on his bed of death, could not 
suffer his candle to go out; and I knew a duellist 
who never could sleep inthe dark. Night is the 
time for wolves to howl, lions to roar, owls to hoot, 
and thieves to steal. ‘* Men love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil.” Wrapped 
in night’s sable curtains, hid from all save the eye 


of God, bad men go forth in hunt of mischief, 
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Having wickedness thus closely associated with 
darkness, we very naturally invest the author of all 
wickedness with this complexion. Thus Burns, in 
his Address to the Detl, speaks of his ‘*‘ hame in 
yon cavern grim and sootie”; and he had heard 
his ‘* reverend Grannie say, In lanely glens ye like 
to stray; Or where auld ruined castles gray, Nod 
tothe moon, Ye fright the nightly wanderer’s way, 
Wi eldricht croon.” 

Satan, then, is black; that is, he is wzcked, ex- 
tremely wicked, always wicked, totally wicked, 
incurably wicked. There is nothing in all the uni- 
verse like him. There are wicked men in the 
world, monsters in crime; but they are not fiends ; 
they are not universally corrupt; they are capable 
of some good; they feel some tender emotions. 
Even Nero could be generous sometimes. But the 
devil is utterly devoid of any holy sensibility. He 
is an absolite stranger to all love, to all pity, to all 
good. He is the very embodiment of all malignity, 
the concentration of all wrong, the essence of all 
injustice. There is not a single bright spot in all 
his dark character. ‘There is not a sun that shines 
that he would not quench; not a star that twinkles 


that he would not extinguish; not a flower that 
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blooms that he would not blight! There is not a 
laugh that rings out upon the air that he would not 
turn to lamentation ; not a song that is sung that he 
would not turn to wailing; not a happy being any- 
where that he would not curse! Heaven itself he 
would make a hell, and the great God he would 
damn! I donot slander him. Where is the sin 
that does not lie at his door, the wrong he has mot 
perpetrated, the outrage he has not attempted? In 
the language of earth, his eyes burn with the fury 
of hell, his brow scowls upon his Maker, his bosom 
boils with rage and his hands drip with gore! His 
language is blasphemy, his food is cruelty, his heart 
is hatred, his mind is revenge, and his life is a per- 
petual damnation! It is his dark shadow that 
lends its horrors to all transgression ; and the worst 
we can say of anything is, that it is devzlzsh! 

2. The darkness of Satan signifies that he is mzs- 
erable. White is the symbol of holiness and joy. 
The saints in heaven are described as *¢ walking in 
white,” and ‘clothed in white. raiment.”. This 
represents their purity and their happiness. An — 
so here we put on white when we visit scenes c 
enjoyment. The happy bride is arrayed in whit 
on the day of her nuptials. But black is the sym 


BLACKNESS IS WOE. 69 


bol of sorrow. When,one is sad, we say a cloud 
ison his brow. When a friend dies, we hang out 
black crape to notify others that a light has gone 
out within, and that a shadow is resting on our 
hearthstone. The coffin is draped in black; we 
clothe ourselves in black; and the missive sent to 
tell distant friends of our mourning is bordered with 
black. 

Now, Satan is all blackness, and he is therefore 
allwoe. I think this view is not usually prominent 
in our ideas of the devil. Weregard him as the 
mighty fallen, majesty in ruin, something to be ad- 
mired and feared. We leave out his awful grief, 
his wild despair. But let us remember that, being 
_ the most wicked being in existence, he is therefore 
the most miserable. It is all night with him, but 
no rest. He has not lost his nature —his mind, his 
will, his desires, his sensibilities; but these only 
serve as instruments of his torture. He wishes, 
but he never realizes; he pursues, but he never 
wins; he thirsts, but he never drinks. He is proud, 
but he knows that he is not esteemed. He is am- 
bitious, but he knows he can never rise. He plots, 
but his schemes always return upon himself. With 


dire hate he forges chains for the people of God, 
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but ere long those chains are put upon his own 
limbs. The Almighty meets him in every snare, 
and doubles his confusion. His very struggles sink 
him deeper into lower depths. Mighty mourner! 
There is no respite to his torments. He is ever 
consuming, yet never consumed ; always dying, yet 
never dead. His chains are always on him. The 
tempest is perpetually raining fire and brimstone 
upon his pain-struck head; whilst all of hell’s 
troubled entrails are unceasingly wailing harsh 
thunder in his ears. ‘ His very eyes weep blood, 
and every groan he heaves is big with horror.” 
Blank and cheerless despair is all that is before 
him. He never smiles. Grim woe never relaxes 
its hold upon his brow. His only joy is that of the 
murderer who falls upon his victim, and, tearing 
out his heart, grits his teeth over its agony. He 
never sings. ‘The only notes that he can utter are 
imprecations against his Maker, curses upon his — 
victims, and the maniac howl of remorse. And the 
only music he hears is the echo of his own hollow 
moans, the widow’s sigh, the orphan’s curse, the 
prisoner’s groan, and the wild “shriek of tortured 
ghosts.” 

And such he would be were there no heaven for 
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him to envy, no God to condemn him. It is not 
more natural that night should succeed day than 
that suffering should succeed transgression. It is 
written in heaven, it is written on earth, it is pro- 
claimed by every judgment, that ‘“* whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” Were God to 
shut His eyes upon all sin, were the fires of hell ex- 
tinguished, and were the fear of eternal punishment 
eradicated, the szzzer would be miserable after all. 
Left to himself, with the present barriers broken 
down, his mind, and memory, and conscience would 
be enough to make him cry out, ‘‘ My punishment 
is greater than I can bear.” He could escape the 
vengeance of the Judge, but he could. not escape 
the vengeance of himself; he could fly from the fury 
of hell, but he could not fly from the fury of his own 
thoughts. Galling memory would reproduce his 
crimes, a faithful conscience would inflict her 
stripes, and the troubled spirit would look in vain 
for a refuge from itself. So it frequently is. The 
criminal, with none to pursue him, save his own 
consciousness, has rushed out of life, daring the 
worst in the world to come to escape the remorse 
of this! And of this sad picture Satan is the De 
totype. So Milton describes him: 
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‘¢ Horror and doubt distract 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir 
The hell within him; for within him hell 
He brings, and round about him, nor from hell 
One step, no more than from himself, can fly 
By change of place: now conscience wakes despair, 
That slumbered, wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what must be 


Worse; of worse deeds worse sufferings must ensue.” 


And then in his unmitigated wretchedness he 


exclaims: 


“‘Me miserable! which way shall I fly 
Infinite wrath, and infinite despair? 
Which way I fly is hell; myself am hell; 
And, in the lowest deep, a lower deep 
Still threatening to devour me opens wide.” 


Such, then, is the nature of Satan —a spirit fal- 
len; such is his character — extremely wicked ; and 
such is his condition — extremely miserable. 

Two reflections suggest themselves. 1. Satan zs 
worthy of universal execration. ‘The emotion of 
hatred was not planted in the human breast for 
naught. It was originally designed as a protection 
against evil. When our affections are in a normal 


state, they instinctively embrace whatever is lovely ; 
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and our attachments necessarily increase as the ob- 
ject of attachment increases in loveliness. Hence, 
God, being supremely attractive, is worthy of our 
supreme love. Now it is plain, on the other hand, 
that when any object appears to us utterly destitute 
of all amiability, we can have no attachment for it. 
Our sensibilities are quiescent. And when that 
object presents the opposite qualities, as it becomes 
possessed of the repulsive properties, our affections 
are violated and repelled. Our love is aroused 
against it. And this is hatred. The same heart 
hates that loves; the same sensations are excited — © 
only in a different direction. Hatred is the nausea 
of the soul at the reception of the impalatable ; it is 
love outraged. And as such it is lawful, it is di- 
vine. But Satan is the great deformity, possessing 
every abhorrent attribute. He is  superlatively 
wicked, and therefore superlatively hateful. And 
he is hated, he is abhorred, he is execrated. God 
the Father hates him, God the Son hates him, God 
the Spirit hates him, the seraphim hate him, the 
cherubim hate him, the angels hate him, the saints 
all hate him. He is the loathsome wretch that 
heaven has spewed out of its mouth! But we must 
discriminate between Satan as God made him, 
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and Satan as he has made himself. Whatever is 
essential to his existence is the work of God, and 
is therefore good; ‘but all his vileness is his own 
work, and is evil. The former we must not hate; 
the latter we cannot detest too much. Hannibal 
may swear eternal hate to ¢hzs. 

2. How transforming ts sin. See what it has 
done. Satan was once a tall angel in heaven — he 
is now the blackest devil in hell. He was once 
happy beyond degree— he is now miserable be- 
yond degree. All of his sensibilities were once 
thrilled with exquisite joy —all of his sensibilities 
are now thrilled with exquisite anguish. <A star of 
the first magnitude torn from its orbit, and whirled 
into outer darkness! Sin did this. And sadder 
still for us are are its effects on earth. One day a 
virgin sun hung in splendor over the bosom of 
paradise; but on the next, convolving clouds and 
murky exhalations obscured his beams, and bred 
pestilence and death. In so short a time a whole 
race was lost! Sin did this. Look on that bright 
flaxen-haired boy, the pride of the household, in ~ 
snowy robe, on bended knee offering up his eve- 
ning prayer: angels smile upon thatscene. Look 
on him now, a full-grown murderer, on the scaf- 
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fold, the execration of the multitude: devils glare 
upon that scene! Sin did this. My hearers, it 
matters not what you are now, you may be great, 
you may be beautiful, you may be happy. Be- 
ware! The serpent may crawl into that garden. 
Shun all sin. It is a blackness we cannot touch, 
without blacking ourselves—a pestilence whose 
breath we cannot inhale, without death. ‘Watch 


and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” 


DE Cr KH val: 


THE PHYSICAL POWER OF SATAN. 


“¢ AND which have not known the depths of Satan.”— REV. ii. 24. 


NOW proceed to discuss ‘‘ the depths of Satan ” ; 

that is, his ower. And the text certainly im- 
plies that this is very great. It is deep like the 
sea, mysterious, and unfathomable. -No pigmy 
claims our attention now; but rather the giant of 
hell, the notorious magnate who once dared to 
measure swords with Omnipotence, the terrible 
bandit whose daring robberies have desolated a 
world, and whose gigantic proportions defy all 
mortal description — he strides before us. For we 
must remember that his apostacy has only impaired 
his character, not his essence; his native faculties 
have not been wrecked, only circumscribed in their 
action. The wisdom of Ahithopel was as great 
after his desertion to Absalom as before. The 
arm of the traitor is as powerful when lifted up 
against his country as when lifted up in its defence. 


And so the devil is as formidable in strength to-day 
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asever. ‘Tall once in heaven, he is now equally tall 
in hell; once conspicuous in glory, he is now 
equally conspicuous in wretchedness. We must, 
however, note this important limitation,— he zs xo 
longer free. We has his bounds; he is under the 
Divine direction; he can do nothing, especially to 
Christians, save as God permits him. Witness his 
assaults on jobs each onset against that holy man 
was by special permission. Christ said to Peter, 
*‘ Satan hath desired thee to sift thee as wheat.” 
Peter was put in his hands temporarily, at Satan’s 


request ; but then his power against him was lim- 


ited; Peter’s faith must not fail. And so, amid all 


the trials and conflicts and temptations of “this 
present evil world,” the Christian hears the voice 
of God charging this wicked apostate, Zouch not 
mine anotnted! Satan is, therefore, z2 chains. 
This is beautifully illustrated in Pilgrim’s Progress: 
Two lions are represented as lying one on each 
side of the pathway leading to the celestial city, 
their huge paws resting on its very margin. When 
Fearful gets in sight, he cries out, ‘* Lions in the 
way,” and turns back; but the true pilgrim, made 
bold by faith, and feeling himself in the line of 


duty and under the protection of Heaven, presses 
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courageously on. The lions gape their mouths 
upon him; he hears their hungry roar, and feels 
their hot breath upon his face; but he passes them 
unhurt—they are chained! Satan can come so 
far and no farther. God understands him, his 
malice, his envy, his passions; and he uses him as 
you do your dog—to catch wild beasts, to take 
down thieves, and to devour foul flesh. He is the 
Attila of Providence, a whip in the hands of our 
heavenly Father, an instrument of salutary discip- 
line. Very little is finished in this world without 
his help. If Job was humbled and improved by 
the chastisement he received, if Peter was discov- 
ered to himself and strengthened by the sifting he 
got, if Jesus Christ was in a measure perfected by 
the trial in the wilderness, and if Paul was kept 
within the limits of Christian modesty by the thorn 
‘in the flesh, surely, my brother, your conflicts with 
Satan will not be in vain. Ah, at the consumma- 
tion of all things, when the evolutions of Prov- 
idence shall be terminated, and when the light of 
eternity shall rest upon the history of time, be- 
lieve it, then Satan shall appear to have been a 
useful, but unwilling servant! ‘Then his burnt 
and blackened pathway through this world will be 


a 
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seen reflecting honor upon the Redeemer’s admin- 
istration. No thanks to him, but to our God who 
compels this Samson to grind at the Almighty’s 
mill! 

In discoursing of Satan’s power, I will treat it 
as physical, intellectual and moral. 

Lhe physical power of Satan may be consid- 
ered in several classes. 1. His power of locomotion 
is evidently very great. Being spiritual in his na- 
ture, he may, nevertheless, be what almost every 
writer on this subject has postulated, viz., an ethe- 
real substance. At any rate, it results from his 
finitude that he occupies space; he possesses local- 
ity. The Scriptures represent him as “ walking 
about, going up and down, to and fro. through the 
earth”; showing clearly that he is not everywhere 
at once. He travels, and he travels rapidly; per- 
haps outstripping thought, certainly surpassing the 
lightning’s glance. We have no data by which to 
determine the velocity with which he transports 
himself. While Daniel was praying, the angel 
Gabriel descended from heaven and spoke to him. 
Gabriel is said to ‘‘stand in the presence of God.” 
In that flight, then, he traversed the whole mighty 


interval between God’s peculiar habitation and this 
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world in a few minutes’ of time. It would take a 
person, at ordinary railroad speed, five hundred 
years to travel from our earth to the sun. But sci- 
ence has demonstrated that our planetary system is 
but a speck in the universe, a diminutive craft on 
the wide sea of space where countless fleets of 
worlds are sailing. Now, supposing the Divine 
throne to be fixed somewhere amid the innumer- 
able suns and systems that crowd immensity, its 
distance from our globe assumes a magnitude which 
no figures can represent; and yet angels travel it 
in atrice! Satan possesses the same ability — the 
same celerity of transit; so that it is easy to un- 
derstand how he may tempt us here, and in the 
same moment cross the Atlantic and effect the 
ruin of some soul in Asia. Yea, we wonder 
not that, with such powers of locomotion, and with 
legions of others like him at his command, he 
seems omnipresent. 

2. He possesses the power of transformation. 
He is naturally invisible, yet he may appear in a 
visible, tangible form. We are expressly told that 
‘¢Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 
light ” (2 Cor., xi. 14). God was accustomed to 


send angels of light on missions of mercy to the 
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prophets; and it is probable that Satan, in order to 
seduce the people of God, often disguised himself 
as an angel from heaven and tempted them. It is 
supposed that he appeared to Jesus in the wilder- 
ness in that disguise. Our Saviour was an object 
of much solicitude among the holy angels; they 
often ‘‘ministered unto Him,” and had a “charge 
concerning Him.” Satan knew this; and he knew * 
that he could accomplish nothing against this holy 
man, if he appeared in his own proper person. 
He must therefore conceal his dark plot by appear- 
ing as a friend, in the mask of one of those bright 
beings that so frequently visit Him. Jesus would 
listen the more attentively. In their revelations, 
the angels appeared as men. Daniel speaks of 
‘‘the man Gabriel” ; the angels that visited Abra- 
ham in the plain of Mamre had the appearance of 
men; and those that appeared to Zachariah, Elis- 
abeth, Mary, the early visitors at the sepulchre, and, 
indeed, all who were favored with angelic commu- 
nications—they came in human shape. They all 
addressed the senses. Now, if the angels possess 
corporeity, their sudden manifestation and disap-- 
pearance show that they possess powers above 
men. But if they are essentially spirit, possibly 
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some change was produced on their ethereal sub- 
stance, so as to give it the appearance of a human 
body ; or perhaps the air in which they stood was 
metamorphosed temporarily, and thus made the ve- 
hicle for intercourse with man. Be this as it may, 
Satan either imitates them, or exercises the same 
power. -He transforms himself so that he appears 
as an angel of glory; and hence the injunction, 
“Try the spirits, if they be of God,” and, ‘*If an 
angel from heaven preach any other gospel, let 
him be accursed.” 

It is somewhat remarkable that all the great im- 
postors of the world, as Mohammed, Loyola, Joe 
Smith, and Andrew Jackson Davis, have pro- 
fessed to receive revelations from heaven. It is 
probable that some of these have been designing, 
conscious deceivers; yet, if Satan possesses this 
power of transformation, may he not have prac- 
tised this art upon them? Is there anything in the 
Bible forbidding us to suppose that they did actu- 
ally receive visions? May not God deliver up 
such as have departed from His Word and are be- 
yond the pale of mercy to ‘‘strong delusions, - that 
they may believe a lie and be damned”? To af- 
firm it may not be irrational or unscriptural. This 


HIS INFLUENCE ON MATTER. 83 


species of sorcery was much mooted in the days of 
the Reformation. Luther confidently affirmed that 
Satan appeared to him in various forms; and yet 
no one familiar with his cast of mind can charge 
him with credulity. He often prayed that he might 
never see a miracle. Calvin never professed to have 
seen the devil; but he firmly believed in demoni- 
acal possessions. Now, if Satan ever exercises 
this power at all, the period of the Reformation 
presented every possible inducement for it. His 
kingdom was tottering; something must be done; 
unusual efforts must be exerted to save it. The ag- 
dent imagination of Luther, it might be supposed, 
would be a facile instrument for his legerdemain ; 
whilst the cool and deliberate intellect of Calvin 
offered no such prospect of success. But he failed. 
The grace of God fortified the Reformer for the 
occasion; the mask was penetrated, and the devil 
fled from the field. 

3. He exerts an influence over ordinary matter. 
To this it is sometimes objected that Satan has no 
natural connection with matter, and cannot there- 
fore control it in any degree. The force of the ob- 
jection is in our ignorance. We have no authority 


for asserting the necessity of a natural connection 
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with matter in order to influence it; for we do not 
know it—it lies beyond the sphere of our experi- 
ence. But it is sufficient to reply that the objection 
lies equally against the influence of the soul over 
the body and other forms of matter. My hand is 
upon a stone; there is no power in my hand of 
itself to lift it; but presently, by an act of the will, 
a mysterious energy is transmitted through the arm 
to the stone, and it is readily moved. Now ask the 
physiologist to explain this. With his scalpel, he 
exposes every nerve, and fibre, and muscle of the 
human system; he subjects the whole body to a 
most rigid analysis; but at last he gives it up, and 
says, ‘*Such knowledge is too high for me; I can- 
not attain unto it.” Hecan demonstrate that the 
mind influences the body by putting into activity 
an agent which he calls zervous energy, and which 
he conjectures may be electro-magnetism; but be- 
yond this point he cannot penetrate. How it is 
done, he cannot discover. Now if man, with his 
limited capacities, can control at will all matter 
with which he is zervous/y connected, may not the 
angelic powers, with their greater skill and greater 
knowledge, exercise an influence over matter toa 


greater extent, and in a more wonderful manner? 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 8s 
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That they may affect matter at will through the 
medium of some occult natural element is not a 
whit more difficult to understand, than that man 
may so affect it. It would be equally natural; and 
that they do somehow thus affect it is evident from 
Scripture. The deliverance of Peter from prison is 
an instance. The chains dropped from his limbs, 
and the ponderous iron gate of the city swung back 
upon ffs hinges, all untouched, at the will of the 
angel. Peter himself seems to have been under the 
influence of an unearthly power; for he only came 
to himself when the angel departed. And it seems 
clear that Satan exercises the same extraordinary 
power. Read the instructive history of Job. Satan 
caused lightning to fall upon the patriarch’s sheep, 
and stirred up a storm in the wilderness that rent to 
pieces the elder brother’s house, and killed all the 
sons and daughters therein. God works by means. 
His government is conducted ‘ by the ministry of 
angels,” and ‘‘are they not ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation?” So we find them again and again vis- 
iting the Church on errands of love, and inflicting 
divine judgments upon the world; and we may 
suppose that God employs this evil spirit in some 


. 
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of the latter. He is called “the prince and power 
of the air.’ The heathen believe that there are 
evil genii in the air, watching their opportunity to 
come down and afflict our race. This may be the 
dim image of a Bible truth. That black-winged 
tempest that comes up from the wilderness, sweep- 
ing down the hills, piling up the forests, and break- 
ing the great oaks as if they were pipe-stems; that 
frightful storm at sea, churning the watéts into 
foam, ploughing the surface into ugly chasms, and 
throwing the mariner upon his knees to lift his 
prayer to the blackened heavens; that scorching 
simoom that sweeps over the plain, leaving the earth 
over which it travels a crisp and a cinder; and that 
appalling plague that visits some great city, drag- 
ging its slain to the sepulchre by thousands ;— did 
not Satan preside at their birth, give them all their 
fury, direct their desolating tract, and call them 
back like hell-hounds from the chase, only at the 
bidding of the Almighty? And what means that 
wild alarm that seizes the sons of men when the 
hurricane presents its wrathful brow, when the 
earth rocks under foot, when the lightning shoots 
along the sky, and when the awful thunder utters 


its voice? Comes it not from the consciousness 
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that the fiend has slipped his chain, that the very 
spirit of evil is abroad? Fear not, Christian, God’s 
_ hand is upon this maniac. ‘A thousand shall fall 
at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but 
it shall not come nigh thee.” 

4. He exercises an influence over the bodies of 
men. He afflicts them with diseases— he takes life. 
‘Tle was a murderer from the beginning.” Nu- 
merous instances are on record. He brought the 
Sabeans against Job’s servants who were attending 
his oxen, and the Chaldeans against those attending 
his camels, and slew them. He threw fire from 
heaven and killed his shepherds, and called up a 
storm that destroyed all his children. And then, 
having stripped Job as naked as when he came into 
the world, by permission he proceeded against the 
person of the patriarch himself. He visited his 
body with grievous sores, so that he was a loathing 
to himself and friends. In the times of Christ we 
find a class of persons ossessed of devils. The 
bodies of these unfortunate sufferers seem to have 
been completely under the dominion of their: tor- 
mentors. They were rent and torn, they were 
prostrated with convulsions, they were cast into the 


fire and sometimes into water, and they were com- 
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pelled to wander among the tombs and desert 
places, cutting themselves, and crying and howling © 
in the most doleful manner. We also read of a 
certain woman who was “bound together, so that 
she could not lift up herself,” of whom Jesus said, 
‘‘whom Satan hath bound these eighteen years.” 
Paul, likewise, furnishes another example. ‘* And 
lest I should be exalted above measure through the 
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me 
a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buf- 
fet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.” 
‘¢'The thorn in the flesh,” and “the messenger of 
Satan,” being in apposition, signify the same thing. 
This was the instrumental, and Satan was the pro- 
curing cause of the apostle’s distress. On account 
of the high privileges with which he had been fa- 
vored, Paul was in danger of becoming vain; and 
to prevent such a calamity, Satan was permitted to 
afflict him. The effect was to humble the sufferer. 
Whenever he was tempted to think more highly of 
himself than was meet, there was something about 
his person to keep him within measure. And as 
the danger would continue through life, so the con- 
siderate Father would not drive away the messenger, 


though thrice supplicated. Paul frequently alludes 
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to this “‘ infirmity,” which, he tells us repeatedly, 
was 77 his flesh. Now, whatever the nature of the 
affliction, whether a painful affection of the face or 
some of the internal organs, or a partial blindness | 
(each of which has been advocated by commenta- 
tors), it is evident that Satan had been permitted 
to stretch forth his hand against the great apostle 
and burden him with some distressing malady. 
Christian sufferer, Satan has a hand in our tribula- 
tions — his vile breath is in the sick-chamber — his 
arrow is in that wound. But be not afraid; God is 
- present too, permitting and limiting all for the trial 
of our faith, and the improvement of our souls in 
heavenly grace. 

The last instance I shall notice is the power 
Satan exercised over the body of Christ. During 
the temptation the devil took Jesus and set him on 
a pinnacle of the temple. Think of that. Lift up 
your eyes and see this fiend soaring away with the 
Saviour through the air, ‘like an eagle with his 
prey”; then to an exceeding high mountain; and 
then —to the cross! After suffering much from the 
Evil One during His pilgrimage, at its conclusion, 
for the most gracious of purposes, the Son of God. 


was surrendered completely into his hands. ‘* This 
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is his hour and the power of darkness.” From 
the accursed kiss of Judas to the exit from the 
tomb, Jesus was under the unrestrained power of 
Satan. There was not one act of mercy shown 
Him through that whole period. It was all undi- 
luted cruelty. Some diabolical power was the pre- 
siding genius of the whole tragedy. That seizure, 
that trial, that mockery, that scourging, that nail- 
ing, that laughter, that exultation over the agony 
and death of the Saviour — what was it all but 
pandemonium turned loose for a season and _ hold- 
ing high carnival about that cross? Awful spec- . 
tacle! Behold the Son of God, deserted by 
friends, forsaken by heaven, hanging there as the 
object of all earth’s relentless enmity, and the 
target of hell’s damnable artillery. It is all over 
now; Satan has done his worst — he has murdered 
the Lord’s Christ! 

My friends, when we see this malignant foe 
travelling through space with the rapidity of 
thought, putting on the disguise of an angel, 
breathing pestilence and plague upon whole dis- 
tricts, driving the tornado across seas and conti- 
nents, hurling frightful fire-balls from heaven, 


and touching the bodies of men with disease, 
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cutting the chords of life and dismissing the spirit 
to eternity — why, it is positively alarming. But 
when we see him lay his foul hands upon the only 
Saviour, hang Him up before heaven, and then 
with his dark legions hold an infernal jubilee in 
the presence of the Almighty, O, we feel like 
joining the great mourners at the crucifixion and 
giving up to despair! But, thanks be unto our 
God, we have yet to tell of a glorious resurrection 
and of a triumphant ascent to the Throne. It is 
comforting ever and anon to be reminded that 
Satan is but our Saviour’s shepherd-dog, compelled 
to dance to His pipe, howl at His bidding, and 
hunt His enemies to the judgment-bar. 


LEC TUE Vilar 


THE MIRACULOUS POWER OF SATAN. 


“ Anp Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his ser- 
vants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called the wise men 
and sorcerers: Now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like man- 
ner with their enchantments; for they cast down every man his rod, and 
they became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.” — 
EXODUS vii., 10-12. 


ib discussing the physical power, of Satan, I 

have described. his power of locomotion, his 
power of transformation, his influence over ordi- 
nary matter, and his influence over the bodies of 
men. Under the same general head, I must place 
his mzraculous power; that is, the power which 
he exercises over matter which approximates to the’ 
supernatural, or has every appearance of doing so. 
Perhaps the most remarkable instance of this 
power is recorded in the text. It requires no 
uncommon learning to understand this passage. 
It very plainly announces that the Egyptian 
sorcerers did something far above vulgar compre- 
hension. If it was not a miracle, it required a 
miracle to overthrow it. Pharaoh was not left in 


doubt as to who was superior, the God of Moses 
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‘and Aaron or the god of the magicians. On this 
passage the excellent commentator, Scott, remarks: 
*¢ ‘They who reverence the Scriptures will hardly 
deny that many of the Egyptian sorcerers had a 
real intercourse with evil spirits, and by their help 
actually made discoveries, and produced effects, 
beyond the reach of human power or sagacity. It 
remains therefore to inquire into the fact here 
briefly recorded, what it was, and how performed.” 

Some suppose that it was an zllusion, that some 
effect was produced on the vision of the spectators, 
so that they zwagzned they saw serpents. But if 
true, the same might be said of what Moses and 
Aaron did, and the whole would be only a feat of 
jugglery. Moreover, the true prophets would 
have discovered and exposed the imposture. 
Others suppose that the sorcerers managed secretly 
to convey real serpents to the trial, and to conceal 
their rods; but it must be supposed that they were 
ignorant of the peculiar test awaiting them till 
they came into Pharaoh’s presence. Others imag- 
ine that evil spirits watched there and contrived to 
cast down real serpents. But to this and the pre- 
ceding, I reply that the language of the text seems 


to forbid such foreign expositions. It is positively 
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stated that ‘the magicians did zz like manner — 
they cast down their rods and ¢hey became ser- 
pents.” The rods were the subjects of the change, 
an extraordinary power was manifested, and the 
superiority of the prophets was declared by 
Aaron’s rod swallowing up the magicians’ rods, 
Others tell us that God Himself converted the 
Egyptians’ rods into serpents. But this seems to 
reflect on God’s integrity. This was a trial of 
skill between His servants and His enemies; and 
we cannot believe that He would thus interpose 
against His own cause. The effect, whatever it 
was, was evidently produced by the magicians: 
they at least were the instruments of the power. 
Others, again, tell us that these sorcerers, by 
Satan’s aid, performed the same thing performed 
by the prophets: their rods actually became ser- 
pents. It was a miracle, and the sovereignty of 
Jehovah over the magicians was proclaimed by 
His serpent devouring theirs. This theory has 
certainly the virtue of agreement with the text, in 
letter if not in spirit. ‘The only objection against 
it is that it seems to ascribe too much power to 
Satan. It regards this exercise of power as a 
creation. The difficulty is, we do not know what 
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Moses and Aaron did. Perhaps their miracle was 
not a creation. And, on the other hand, we do 
not know how much power God may bestow upon 
acreature. It might be saying too much to afirm 
that God could not give an angel power to make a 
world. 

I submit the following solution, namely: That, 
through the agency of Satan, the rods of the 
magicians were transformed so as to present, for 
the time, all the properties of serpents. Whether 
the miracle wrought by Moses and Aaron was of 
this nature, I need not debate. Certainly they 
were now confronted by a power excelling all 
human skill; yet it was not more wonderful than 
the transformations of Satan when he disguises 
himself as an angel of light, transmuting his 
ethereal substance or the atmosphere in which he 
was manifested. He was not a real angel; and 
perhaps these were not real serpents. They were, 
however, successful imitations. And this view 
does not involve the exertion of any unnatural 
power. It may have been done through some of 
the occult forces of nature. Two hundred years 
ago the transmission of news from Constantinople 
to New York ina few minutes would have been 
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esteemed a miracle. But this is now done by the 
application of an agent then unknown. Some 
years ago a French chemist, by the action of gal- 
vanism on a solution of potash, produced a small 
species of insect.- This was hailed by some as a 
creation; and, had the eaid chemist lived in the 
days of Pharaoh, he would have been regarded as 
a match for the magicians. But the little creature 
thus produced was no stranger in our world; it 
belonged to a well-known species, and had been no 
doubt hatched from its ovum in the solution. And 
scientific men have ventured to predict that some 
| day, when nature shall have been ransacked, and 
all of her secrets exposed, man will be able to 
direct storms, bring rain, modify the seasons, and, 
in a sentence, do many things which now appear 
impossible. Now, with such facts before us, it is 
not for us to say that Satan, with his superior 
sagacity and power, and his deep acquaintance 
with the forces of nature, could not invest rods 
with all the appearance of organic life. 
Throughout the periods of revelation, there were 
sorcerers, diviners, and magicians who professed, , 
and were believed, to work miracles; and the 


Scriptures charge them with doing these by an 
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alliance with familiar spirits. Now these persons 
were certainly in earnest, at least many of them. 
Witness their conduct on Carmel in their compe- 
tition with Elijah. They leap upon the pile, smite 
their breasts, and cut themselves with knives. 
Surely they would not do, all this if they did not 
expect the interference of their gods. And I think 
it altogether scriptural to suppose that some of 
these, with the devil as an ally, did at times per- 
form wonders surpassing ordinary comprehension. 

Does Satan exercise this extraordinary power 
now? The Bible authorizes us to think so. Christ 
has said, ‘‘ For there shall arise false Christs and 
false prophets, and shall shew great szgzs and won- 
ders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect.” Paul, in describing the 
great apostacy, speaks thus: ‘* Whose coming is 
after the working of Satan, with a7 power, and 
signs, and lying wonders.” John also relates of 
the two-horned lamb: ‘‘ And deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth by those mzracles which he had 
power to do in the sight of the beast.” And, again, 
he saw three unclean spirits which he represents 
as ‘‘spirits of devils working mzracles.” ‘These 
passages are explicit. They predict the exhibition 
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of superhuman power by Satan up to the very end. 
In the East jugglers have abounded for ages, per- 
forming their tricks, and holding the people in 
bondage. Doubtless many of them have been, and 
are, bold deceivers; yet it is certain that some of 
them have performed feats which defy discovery 
to this day.. Have they not been aided by Satan? 
Again, the Romish clergy have, for centuries, 
claimed to work miracles, and by this claim have 
deceived nations. This is in strict accordance with 
the predictions concerning ‘the man of sin,” and 
helps to fasten that characteron Rome. May we 
not suppose that Satan has superintended the cer- 
emonies of that church, presided over her mysteries, 
‘‘siven his power to the beast,” and thus led the 
people at his will? Dr. Cumming calls popery 
‘¢ Satan’s masterpiece.” 

You have all heard of spirit-rappings. Now 
there are certain physical phenomena connected 
with this subject which must be admitted. That 
tables and chairs are mysteriously moved about, 
that strange sounds are heard, and that singular 
sensations are felt, it would be folly to deny. Per- 
sons of unquestionable veracity have witnessed 


them. It is usual for some to speak of the mediums 


SPIRITUALISM. 99 


as deceivers, imposing on the credulity of the ig- 
norant. Some doubtless may be thus justly charged ; 
but it cannot be true of all, for some of the excel- 
lent of the earth have participated in these services. 
Yet to suppose that the spirits of the departed dead 
produce these effects, and thus hold communion 
with earth, is certainly sinful. It dishonors the 
Bible. It in effect affirms that the Scriptures are 
not sufficient, that God has not revealed enough, 
and that therefore we are to turn to witches and 
wizards, that peep and mutter. Whereas we are 
expressly -told that the Scriptures are ‘ perfect,” 
that they are ‘‘ able to make us wise unto salvation,” 
and that a fearful curse shall be inflicted on him 
who adds to or takes from the words of ‘‘ this book.” 
It was when Saul had been deserted by God, and 
when he could invoke no help from heaven, that 
he turned in despair to the witch of Endor; and, 
like him, every God-smitten wretch, whose sins 
have closed the portals of glory, and who resorts to 
some unlawful relief, will hasten and aggravate his 
doom. 

As to the physical phenomena of spiritualism, I 
remark that they all observe a certain uniformity 


which suggests the presence of law. The philos- 
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opher does not understand all the powers of electro- 
magnetism; but he knows enough to recognize in 
these phenomena the effects of this mysterious 
agent. The twitches which the mediums feel, are 
but the pulsations of the electric current; the raps 
that are heard, are but the discharges of electricity, 
similar to the cracks that are heard when a cat is 
‘stroked in winter; the antics of the table are but 
the spasms of electricity, such as every student has 
‘witnessed in little objects charged with the electric 
fluid ; and the exhaustion felt by the operator is only 
what every one experiences who has parted with 
much nervous energy. And, in this manner, it is 
claimed that all the physical facts of spiritualism 
may be accounted for. They are simply magnetic 
phenomena; and if we were familiar with all the 
properties of this impalpable force of nature, we 
could, perhaps, explain the most surprising feats of — 
‘“‘the circle,” as easily as we do the rending of the 
oak by lightning. 

But what has Satan to do with all this? Since 
these phenomena may be traced to a natural cause, 
how can he have any handin them? This will be an- 
swered in the next lecture, as I think that his power 


in this particular is more intimately associated with 
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the world of mind than of matter. Yet his agency in 
these marvels of spiritualism is possible, notwith- 
standing the existence of a natural cause. The disas- 
ters which overtook the flocks and herds and servants 
and children of Job were effected by natural means, 
by the storm and the lightning; and yet they are 
ascribed primarily to Satan. He impelled the ele- 
ments of nature. And so, in the physical facts of 
spiritualism, electro-magnetism may be the instru- 
mental cause, whilst Satan may be the power be- 
hind it, exciting and directing its movements. And 
I think it altogether probable that he has possessed 
men with the idea that disembodied spirits produce 
these effects, that he presides at these circles, that 
he dictates the responses, and that he thus allures 
his victims like swine to the*slaughter. In order 
to confirm the presence of a diabolical power at 
these spiritualistic seances, let us inquire, What 
good has this novelty done? What useful discov- 
ery has it made? What soul has it ever brought 
to Christ? We search its history in vain for any. 
On the other hand, it has disturbed the peace of 
many a home, broken many a heart, and driven 


many a victim to the mad-house. Under its spell 


many a poor sinner has lost the anchor of his hope, 


TO LECTURES ON SATAN. 


found himself riding on a wild sea, ‘* driven about 
by every wind of doctrine,” and has been finally 
wrecked forever. It is notorious that spiritualists 
lose their reverence for God’s Word and the house 
of worship. ‘To them the raps about the house are 
superior to the voice of the Saviour, the unintellig- 
ible scribbling of a medium is superior to the Word 
written by inspiration, and communion with a 
table better than the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 
Let the thought enter your mind that spiritualism 
is true, and a crevasse will open upon your soul 
that may bear you down to perdition. Cotton 
Mather records of himself during his connection 
with witchcraft, ‘‘ tempted to atheism, and to re- 
gard all religion as false.” And so it ever is. It 
is hard to handle fireand not be burned. Let such 
foundlings alone. Give them time, and they will 
destroy themselves. A thousand such meteors 
have blazed along the pathway of our pilgrimage, 
and have gone out in darkness; but the Sun still. 
shines as he shone thousands of years ago. Let us 
walk in his light. 

I will supplement this lecture by some observa- 
tions on the jerks or bodily exercises that accom- 
panied many revivals of the last century and this. 
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These were strange, and perhaps inexplicable. 
Many excellent men regarded them as products of 
the Spirit, intended as a’ strong testimony for 
Christ in these last days; and many so esteem 
them now, particularly as they have prevailed not 
only among Americans, but also among the less 
mercurial English, and the still more imperturbable 
Scotch. But many who were agitated and over- 
come presented no evidenge of conversion; some, 
in fact, seemed to have no conviction or religious 
seriousness at all, whilst others who were pro- 
foundly affected gave no proof of any change af- 
ter the spasms subsided. These false conversions 
have been explained by supposing that Satan also 
practised his arts upon men, and thus mimicked 
the divine hand so as to deceive souls. If this be 
true, we should regard these agitations as among 
the “signs and wonders” that shall presage the 
coming of the Son of man. These counterfeit 
conversions should also teach us to distrust our 
frames of feeling or physical sensations as grounds 
of hope. Our rhapsodies may be extraordinary ; 
yet they are not necessary to salvation. They are 
such as the devil may imitate, and true religion, in 
a majority of cases, exists without them. . 
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Yet there are certain facts connected with these 
**exercises” which suggest a natural cause. They 
all presented the same general characteristics. 
They were observed chiefly among the excitable 
and nervous. They were infectious. A stranger 
coming to a meeting and looking on the scene, 
would himself catch the contagion. And more, 
they yielded to natural remedies. Where coun- 
tenanced, they abounded like an epidemic; but 
where they were regarded as wrong, they were 
seldom witnessed, and persons subject to them 
could escape the attack by seclusion. It may be 
proper to add that these bodily agitations are not 
peculiar to modern times, or to religious assem- 
blies. A similar affection frequently appeared. 
among the ancient Romans during their stormy 
debates in the Comitia; so much so, that they 
called it morbus comitialzs. In the fifteenth cen- 
tury a like disorder invaded Germany ;* and in the 
following century it broke out in South France. 
Some have regarded all these as instances of de- 
moniacal possession ; but they are probably nervous 
affections, to be ascribed, possibly, to animal mag-~ 
netism. We know that this element pervades all 


nature, and that its great currents are subject to 
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periodical disturbances; and surely a creature so 


sensitive to the touch of electricity as man, would 
not remain entirely insulated during these electric 
revolutions. It is, therefore, possible that some 
atmospheric disturbance prevailed during the re- 
vivals mentioned ;. and that, when any one began 
to think or feel intensely, his nervous organism 
would become excited, and he would present all 
the singular symptoms of the period. And we 
may suppose that Satan was permitted to have a 
hand in these commotions, for the trial of God’s 
patient Jobs; and without doubt he was busy per- 
suading men that these “‘ bodily exercises” were 
clear proof of their conversion to God. 

Such, my friends, is the wonderful power of our 
great adversary. And it is pertinent to ask, if 
Satan can thus imitate the works of God, if he can 
perform exploits which defy exposition, how are 
we to discriminate between the true and the false? 
Thus: When a man performs some wonder which 
I cannot track to its source, I have learned two 
things. /7rst, that the Bible is true; for it tells 
me that such things shall be done. [I have, there- 
fore, another seal to its divine original. And, sec- 
ond, that this wonder is of the devil; for this same 


* 
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truthful Bible informs me that the day of revelation 
has closed — that God will no longer work miracles 
in the earth till the consummation of all things. 
This Book is our talisman. This will effect the 
exorcism of evil spirits, and detect the artifices of 


the enemy. 


Te. Ge Es UP RVE VE LT 
THE INTELLECTUAL POWER OF SATAN. 


_ “ Anp that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, 
who are taken captive by him at his will.” —2 Trm., ii, 26. 
OOKING away to the horizon, the eye dis- 
covers a point where the heavens descend and 
mysteriously touch the world. Man is such a 
point. Below him all is gross materiality; and 
above him all is spirit. In him both elements 
strangely combine. We are material. All our 
“senses testify to this, whilst every pain we feel de- 
monstrates it. We are also spiritual. We possess 
an incorporeal power by which we can make this 
material organism itself an object of thought. 
Every process whereby I analyze foreign substances, 
myself, or my own consciousness, presupposes a 
thinking faculty independent of these objects. That 
faculty we call the mind. It is spiritual in its na- 
ture, however closely allied to the body it may be. 
And who has taken the dimensions of this human 
mind? Who has measured its capacities? Who 
has declared its wonders? ‘Taking to itself wings, 
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it travels through the fields of immensity. At one 
moment exploring the horrors of hell, the next it 
may be wheeling its flight about the throne of 
eternity, and boldly tracing the footsteps of the 
Almighty. And as it visits world after world, 
builds mighty structures of thought, and recreates 
the works of other days, who can track its wondrous 
way? But, my soul, get thee in the dust; for thou 
art only akin to far nobler spirits. We were made 
‘‘lower than the angels”; there are minds that out- 
shine ours as the sun outshines the stars; and there 
are created wings to the summit of whose lofty 
flight our weak pinions can never climb. And it 
is the history of one of these mighty spirits we now 
propose to read; it is the power of one of these 
intelligences we now propose to calculate. And 
if it were left to our own strength to fathom his 
descents and to compass his excursions, the task 
would never be finished; but there is One whose 
sleepless eye has followed this tourist through all 
his history, and who has given us a valuable out- 
line thereof. 

Satan’s knowledge is very extensive. This will 
appear from several considerations. 

1. His native faculties remain in their integrity. 


. : * 
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He still possesses the same massive intellect with 
which he was originally endowed. That lofty 
thought, that angelic comprehension which he ex-- 
ercised in heaven, he exercises now in his dark 
dominions. That intellectual sun, though fallen 
from his primeval firmament, is not quenched. He 
still burns, but to consume. 

2. His peripatetic powers render him almost 
ubiquitous. Travelling with immense velocity, he 
may this moment be watching the movements of 
multitudes here in America, and in a few minutes 
be doing the same beyond the waters. The human 
soul is like some poor bird on whom the eye of 
this soaring eagle is always resting. 

3. There are legions of devils as swift on the 
wing as himself, traversing the provinces of earth, 
and reporting to him. With such sentinels posted 
at his innumerable watch-towers, with such inquis- 
itorial spies perambulating our little world, how 
can any transaction escape the knowledge of Satan? 

4. He is sometimes admitted into the congrega- 
tion of heaven. ‘‘ Now there was a day when the 
sons of God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan also came among them.” ‘These 


‘sons of God” were the angels, and the place of 
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their meeting was the upper sanctuary; for ‘the 
Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou?” 
And Satan replied, ‘‘ rom the earth.” Hence 
we may infer that this dethroned prince enters the 
assemblies of glory, and there learns what he can 
of the events and decrees of eternity. He is, per- 
chance, permitted to see things unutterable, and to 
hear words too big for mortal lips. | 

And, finally, he is old: old, but not infirm. 
The angels that appeared at the sepulchre were as 
‘* young men,” though older than the world. Age 
impairs the body, but not the spirit. Now, this 
wicked spirit was in existence when God made 
Adam; so that he has the experience of nearly six 
thousand years, it may be more, added to his orig- 
inal stores of information. And he has been no 
idle observer. Gabriel is not more diligent in his 
sphere than Satan is in his. With unremitting at- 
tention he has studied the events of time. Some 
one has called him ‘‘the great gamester”; and 
having been so long gazing on this sublunary chess- 
board, there is not, doubtless, a king, or queen, or 
knight, or castle, or figure upon the earth with 
whose powers he is not familiar. 


Such are the sources of Satan’s knowledge. If, 
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now, we will suppose that he was originally ac- 
quainted with the secrets of nature, and that he 
never forgets anything; and then if we will contem- 
plate the vast sources of knowledge just enumer- 
‘ated, we will feel ourselves in the presence of some 
enormous Colossus, whose attitude no man has ever 
measured, and into whose awful cavity no human 
eye has ever looked. 

Satan, however, is not omniscient. He does not 
know all things. He is a creature, and, like man, 
acquires knowledge by study. He does not know 
allthe mind of God. No created being’can compre- 
hend the Infinite. ‘The secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear Him.” Angels and saints know 
some things of which Satan is ignorant. But 
when God’s purposes are revealed, the devil learns 
them. He is familiar with the Bible. He studies 
Providence, and, by bringing his powers of anal- 
ysis to bear on its conduct, he is able to penetrate the 
future much farther than mortals can; and when he 
cannot arrive at certainty, he may, by his superior sa- 
eacity, reach g high probability. Neither does he 
know all the mind of man. It is only when he 
gets full possession of the soul that he becomes 


privy to all the thoughts of any one. I think that 
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there is some mode by which, at times, he gains 
access to our minds; but usually, I imagine, he 
ascertains our thoughts by watching our lives. He 
presents some object of desire, as the apple to Eve, 
or the treasure to the thief, and notes how that suc- 
ceeds, and thus learns the inward motions of the 
mind. But it is clear that he does not know all 
that is in man, especially in Christians, from the 
history of Job. He believed that the Arabian 
prophet could fall from grace; for he said, ‘‘ Put 
forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, 
and he will curse thee to thy face.” But God 
thought otherwise; and so Job ‘held fast his integ- 
rity.” Satan may have been convinced of the im- 
possibility of Job’s apostatizing; but he still thinks , 
that others may, for he is busy trying, ‘‘if it were 
possible, to deceive the very elect.” The tempta- 
tion of Christ also shows that he is ignorant of 
some hearts. He had doubtless observed the 
strange infancy of Jesus, and heard,the angels sing 
at His birth ; and, from these and other incidents 
in His holy life, he certainly gathered that He was 
some favorite of heaven. And knowing that Mes- 
siah was to appear about that time, he perhaps 


conjectured that this was He. Yet he was not sure 
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of it: so he began, “ Jf thou be the Son of God? 
Still, subtracting all of which he is ignorant from the — 
sum of real things, what a vast treasury remains in 
his possession. Mindful of all that is past, privy to 
all that is present, and with an eye piercing far into 
the future, he is an intellectual Goliath among 
men. 

I come now to the influence which Satan exerts 
ever the minds of men. There are several modes 
whereby he affects the human understanding: 

1. By affecting the body. A very intimate 
connection subsists between the mind and the body. 
All know how the former sympathizes with the 
_ Jatter — how a diseased state of the one will induce 
an abnormal state of the other. Job’s mind was 
severely exercised by the distress of his body; and 
many a Christian is deeply disturbed in his hopes 
by some corporeal affliction. Our frames of mind 
depend greatly on the condition of our health; so 
that the fearful believer is often more in need of the 
physician than of the pastor. Now Satan is an ex- 
pert anatomist, and doubtless, by invading the phys- 
ical constitution, very frequently tempts the Christian 
to despair, exalts the hypocrite to a false confidence, 


and drives the sinner to unbelief. Disease is one of 
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Satan’s snares; and hence it becomes us to remem- 3 
ber the medical maxim, ‘ Health is a duty.” 

2. By suggestions. ‘The scriptural evidence is 
abundant of Satan’s power to inject his thoughts 
into the minds of men. He beguiled Eve; he 
moved David to number the people; a lying spirit 
persuaded Ahab to go up to Ramoth Gilead; he 
entered into Iscariot and tempted him to betray 
Christ; he put it into the hearts of Ananias and 
Sapphira to lie to the Holy Ghost; he deceiveth 
the whole world; he taketh many captive at his 
will; he hath blinded the minds of them that be- 
lieve not; and there are some who give heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. These © 
passages are unequivocal; and where is the Chris- 
tian who has not been beset by similar suggestions? 
Like our Saviour, we are all subject to severe temp- 
tations. Ugly, horrid thoughts are ever and anon 
thrust upon our souls. In our holiest hours, even in 
the temple; amid our daily cares, on the moun- 
tain; and in times of affliction, in the wilderness, 
doubts, fears, and diabolical thoughts obtrude them- 
selves. Many excellent saints have complained 
bitterly of such experiences, and have sometimes 
doubted their conversion on account of them. But 

ade 
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fear not. The Saviour was visited by similar sug- 
gestions, and remained sinless. These unholy 
children may come to our doors, but they are not 
ours unless we adopt them. We cannot keep the 
devil from talking. But, alas! too many listen to 
the voice of this charmer. Multitudes glory in their 
larceny of Jupiter’s thunder. It was well said by 
the ancients, that ‘“‘ the devil stands at the liar’s el- 


39 


bow.” With what dexterity does the lying tongue 
frame excuses and conceal facts in moments critical, 
whilst it stammers and stutters when it undertakes 
some unvarnished story. And. how is it that the 
very dolts of our streets, so stupid in ordinary mat- 
ters, are so very witty and eloquent in obscenity 
and profaneness? Ah, their lips are but the hired 
apertures through which the abyss belches up its 
filth! We may believe that Satan furnishes many 
an errorist with arguments and subterfuges, quick- 
ens his mind, guides his pen, and conjures up many 
a plausible theory; so that, as Dr. South has ob- 
served, the devil himself should pass for the heretic, 
and Arius for the amanuensis. No wonder, breth- 
ren, that we are so often cast upon our knees, when 
such a formidable athlete confronts us upon the 


116 LECTURES ON SATAN. 


arena, or when such a very Robespierre thunders 
from the tribune. 

3. By revelations. ‘There is such a thing as 
diabolical inspiration. Moses mentions eight dif- 
ferent species of this false prophesying. ‘They are 
as follows: ** The user of divination,” a mode of 
gaining knowledge by arrows, images, rods, and 
the entrails of animals; ‘‘the observer of times,” 
or of dreams, according to the Vulgate; ‘‘the en- 
chanter,” or serpent charmer, who was supposed 
to reveal secrets; ‘the witch,” or sorceress, a per- 
son who divined by the administration of exhilarat- 
ing drugs, as the mephitic gas of the Delphic 
Pythoness; the *“‘ charmer,” supposed by the power 
of song; ‘‘the consulter of familiar spirits,” the 
ventriloquist, or diviner by vases; the ‘ wizard,” 
the magician, or wise man; and the ‘‘ necroman- 
cer,” or consulter of departed souls. To these may 
be added, ‘* the astrologers, star-gazers, and monthly 
prognosticators,” alluded to by Isaiah. All these 
persons represent different modes of acquiring extra- 
ordinary power and knowledge, and are sometimes 
spoken of simply as magicians, or witches. Two 
points are to be particularly noted. First, these 


practices were condemned. ‘Lhe general order 
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was, ** Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live”; and 
the different classes described by Moses were to be re- 
moved out ofthe land. God had no connection with 
their arts ; and hence their only tendency would be to 
seduce men from His worship. And this would be 
their tendency, whether they were real or pretended. 
Men only had to believe them to be deceived by 
them, and God could only treat them as rivals. 
And, second, it is admitted ‘that many of these per- 
sons possessed superior knowledge and power. 
The Scriptures nowhere call this in question. They 
treat their skill as real, not imaginary. The magi- 
cians did turn their rods into serpents, they did turn 
water into blood, and they did bring up frogs. So, 
at least, the Bible represents; and this was super- 
human. 

We have an instance of mysterious knowledge in 
the twenty-eighth chapter of first Samuel. In the 
dusk of evening a tall, battle-clad figure is seen ap- 
-proaching a certain dwelling in Endor. He knocks 
at the door, a gypsy-looking old lady opens, and he 
begins: ‘* Bring me up Samuel.” Ah, what a 
change has come over the spirit of Saul! This is 
the man who has just made himself famous by © 
abolishing witchcraft, and now he is soliciting its 
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help! Saul swears that no punishment shall over- 
take the sorceress. Poor wretch! How can he, 
who cannot get a single answer from heaven, avert 
its curse? The sibyl begins her incantations, and 
presently an apparition comes up, in the shape of 
‘*an old man covered with a mantle.” It is at once 
taken for Samuel, who foretells the transfer of the 
kingdom to David, and the death of the deposed 
monarch and his sons on the morrow. Now many 
excellent commentators tell us that this appari- 
tion was the veritable Samuel, sent on this occa- 
sion to pronounce Saul’s doom; and they urge two 
considerations. First, the word *“* Samuel” is used. 
This is true; but it must be borne in mind that this 
chapter is simply a narrative of what appeared to 
Saul. Thisis common. Eve said, ‘* The serpent 
beguiled me,” because she thought so. God is said 
to *“‘repent,” because he appears to us to do so. 
And so we now speak of the sun rzstzg and set- 
ting, because it seems todo so. Thus it may be’ 
that Samuel is named because Saul thought it was 
Samuel. And, second, they urge that the woman 
cried out at the sight of the spectre. This is taken 
as evidence of surprise, as if she herself did not 
expect it. But this is surely a mistake. It was 
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alarm, rather than surprise, that seized her. ‘‘ She 
cried with a loud voice, and spake-to Saul, saying, 
Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul.” 
The woman did not know who her client was till 
now. Somehow, at the appearance of the evoked 
figure, she discovered that she was in the presence 
of Saul, the witch-killer, caught by him in the very 
act of exercising her forbidden art. No wonder 
she was alarmed. She could but fancy that Saul 
had deceived her, as she charged, and that he had 
come purposely to ensnare her. 

But the following reasons forbid the belief that 
Samuel did actually appear: 1. God had before 
positively refused to answer shee by prophets, by 
urim, or by dreams. Saul had been given up, and 
God would no more communicate with him. We 
cannot, therefore, suppose that he would gratify 
Saul in an unlawful way, when He had refused to 
do so in His own appointed way. 2. Saul bowed 
his face and worshipped the spectre. An angel re- 
buked John when he essayed to worship him; and 
Samuel would certainly have done the same; but 
this apparition accepted the worship offered. 3. 
Samuel is represented here as “coming up” out 
of the ground. Familiar spirits are elsewhere rep- 
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resented as “speaking out of the ground, and 
whispering out of the dust.” But good spirits are 
represented as going wpward. at death; and Sam- 
uel, therefore, would have come down. 4. The 
apparition complained of being ‘“ disquieted.” This 
would impress the credulous with an idea of sanc- 
tity ; but we cannot suppose that God would refuse 
to disclose His will in His own ordained manner, 
and then disturb the repose of His saints for that 
purpose, especially at the call of an impudent witch 
or abandoned king. And, lastly, Saul was finally cut 
off for this very sin of consulting the witch of En- 
dor. Now it is beyond belief that God would com- 
mission Samuel to sanction a crime which He was 
resolved to punish by the death of Saul. These 
reasons exclude the idea of Samuel’s real appear- 
ance. : 

But who could thus counterfeit the prophet’s as- 
pect, and reveal some of the secrets of the future? 
I think that Satan himself, personating Samuel, ap-) 
peared to Saul on that occasion. He who turned 
rods into serpents, who transforms himself into an 
angel of light, as it suits his purpose, and who 
sought the worship of our Saviour — he came up in 
the solemn form of the aged prophet, and opened 
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some of the tragic wonders of the morrow to his 
trembling and despairing auditor. Finding Saul 
utterly cast away, it was Satan’s nature to aggravate 
his despair, and hasten his doom. | 

The Pythia, described in the sixteenth chapter of 
Acts, supplies us with another authentic instance 
of diabolical inspiration. The whole narrative 
demonstrates that her claim was not a mere preten- 
sion supported by imposture. Luke speaks of her 
as ‘*a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination.” The possession was real. The dam- 
sel and the sfzrzt were distinct persons. The spirit 
also possessed knowledge that was hid from others ; 
for on this occasion he knew and testified that the 
apostles were ‘‘ the servants of the most high God.” 
The wicked spirits in Christ’s time knew, in a sim- 
ilar manner, who He was: ‘* We know thee, who 
thou art, the Son of the living God.” And Paul 
did not deal with the damsel as a pretender ; neither 
did he profess to expose any imposture in the case. 
He treated it as a real possession. He spoke to the 
spirit, not to the damsel, and commanded hzm “ to 
come out of er. And he came out at the same 
hour.” The change on her was manifest — the 


‘‘ spirit of divination” was gone from her. Com- 


122 LECTURES ON SATAN. 


mon jugglery is out of the question. By the aid or 
inspiration of the spirit, she did divine such things 
as the spirit knew. 

Passing by the ancient magicians, I will briefly 
discuss the vaticination of modern times. And itis 
beyond doubt that extraordinary knowledge is some- 
times displayed by these so-called conjurers; as 
when one, under the spell of mesmerism, describes 
distant scenes of which he is personally ignorant ; 
or when such an one, knowing nothing of music, 
sits down to the piano and executes the most diffi- 
cult pieces. Buyer, in his Vorthern Indza, relates 
numerous instances of mysterious and inexplicable 
knowledge exhibited by some of the Brahmins 
there; and Mr. Lane, in his Modern Egypt, does 
the same. In fact, the reading world is familiar 
with such cases. They were not done in a corner, 
all of them; and they demand credence. Now it. 
is observable that these magicians all use certain 
forms or ceremonies. Those in the presence of 
Pharaoh * did so with their enchantments ” ; mod- 
ern conjurers use vases and strange incense; the 
ancient Pythoness inhaled mephitic gas till she 
raved and uttered mystic sentences; and in mes- 
merism the subject is submitted to a process of 
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manipulation, by which he is put completely in the 
power of the operator. In the last case, the patient 
seems divested of all self-consciousness, and thinks 
and feels just as his master may will. Such a per- 
son is called a clazrvoyant; and in philosophical 
circles it it is held that, through the agency of mag- 
' netism, the mesmerist possesses the subject, so that 
his mind is reflected unconsciously by the somnam- 
bule. The same thing occurs in spiritualism. The 
medium is under the influence of the electrical 
agent, and hence mirrors the thoughts, wishes, or 
fears of her interrogators. Now the fact to be 
noted here is this, that through the medium of the 
nervous fluid, or some other agent, oze mind may 
so possess another as to reveal to tt, in a mystert- 
ous manner, tts own thoughts. This fact is gen- 
erally recognized. Now, why may not Satan oper- 
ate on man through the same, or some other 
agent, and, in like manner, reveal his thoughts to 
‘those under his influence? ‘The fact that a cer- 
emony is observed, or that some natural medium is 
employed, does not militate against such a theory. 
God, in many of His revelations, employed natural 
instrumentalities. He spoke through the Urim and 
Thummim ; the evil spirit that came upon Saul was 
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forced away by young David’s harp; and Elisha 
sometimes used a minstrel to excite in him the 
spirit of prophecy. The fire that destroyed the 
cities of the plain was natural fire; the angel that 
slew the first-born of Egypt doubtless observed the 
laws of our physical constitution in that fatal work ; 
and Satan called into activity the usual elements 
when he stirred up the heavens to persecute Job. 
These things show that supernatural beings oper- 
ate, at least frequently, on our world through nat- 
ural means. And hence, should Satan undertake 
to reveal anything to man, we would expect him 
to observe the laws that regulate the influence of 
mind on mind; and that he does sometimes inspire 
persons, especially jugglers, mesmerists, and me- 
diums, with his knowledge and devices, may be 
believed from the fact that these persons at times 
relate things which it would appear no mortal could 
know. They do not merely reflect the thoughts 
and emotions of others; but they disclose secrets 
which surpass all conjecture. Iwill not weary you 
with instances. I only state how Satan may, and 
doubtless does, reveal his thoughts to our modern 
magicians, telling enough of truth and of the mar- 


vellous to captivate the credulous and the unwary, 
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and concealing the fraud whereby he advances the 
work of damnation. 

Here the spiritualist interposes. Why may not 
disembodied spirits revisit the world, and,‘in the 
manner indicated, reveal ‘their thoughts to their 
friends? The question is pertinent; and I answer: 
1. Because it cannot be shown that the spirits of the 
dead have any such power over matter or mind. 
Angels and devils have, we know; and hence they 
may have something to do with the strange man- 
ifestations of time. But man’s connection with the 
world is through the body, and we have no proof 
that he can affect matter in any degree when out 
of the body. 2. The only account we have of the 
state of departed good spirits is, that they go im- 
mediately to glory, there to await the first resurrec- 
tion. Lazarus went to Abraham’s bosom, and the 
thief converted on the cross went to Paradise. 
Now it is incompatible with this state of bliss to 
suppose that these spirits are compelled to leave 
God’s rest and roam over this sinful world at the 
bidding of every “ circle,” or money-loving fortune- 
teller. God employs angels in the administration 
of His government; but we have nota single in- 
stance of His sending a departed soul back to earth 

4 


126 LECTURES ON SATAN. 


to communicate with man. 3. A few good souls 
have returned to earth. Moses and Elijah appeared 
with Christ on Mount Tabor; and a number of the 
saints’which slept came out of their graves on the 
resurrection of our Saviour, and went into Jerusa- 
lem and appeared to many. But, mark well, these 
all appeared in bodies, and did nothing and said 
nothing to any living man, so far as we know. 
And, 4. We have an account of good spirits refus- 
ing to communicate with living men. Abraham 
refused to send Lazarus to warn the five living 
brethren of Dives; and the reason was: “If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither would 
they be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” 
The ordinary means of obtaining heavenly wisdom 
in this world were sufficient, then, to render the vis- 
itations of departed spirits useless ; how much more 
are they so now! Good spirits will not insult God 
by returning to earth with strange tidings, in the 
presence of God’s own great message, as if His 
were imperfect! No, they will leave the world in 
God’s hands. These modern manifestations are 
Satan’s snares. 


LECTURE Ix: 


DEMONIACS. 


‘¢ AND they found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sit- 
ting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind.” — LUKE viii., 35. 
HE subject of demonzacs merits consideration 

in connection with the intellectual power of 
Satah. By demoniacs we understand persons af- 
fected or possessed by demons. In a previous lec- 
ture these possessions were alluded to as instances 
of Satan’s power over human bodies; but they are 
now to be considered in the still more solemn as- 
pect of instances of his influence over the human 
mind. The expression, ‘‘in his rzgh¢ mznd,” de- 
scribing the man delivered of his tormentors, demon- 
strates that the mind is the chief scene of diabolical 
malignity inthese possessions. I have before stated 
that the word “ devil,” when applied to Satan, is 
never used in the plural. When dzadboloz, “ devils,” 
is employed, it represents wicked men; whilst the 
word dazmones, also translated “ devils,” represents 
a subordinate class of evil spirits, sometimes denom- 
inated Satan’s angels. There is, therefore, but one 
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devil proper, who, however, ‘exercises dominion 
over a race of beings called dazmones, demons. ‘To 
these demons are ascribed the possessions so often 
spoken of in the Bible. 

Rationalists pretend that the demoniacs of the 
New ‘Testament were simply diseased persons, 
perhaps ordinary lunatics. They deny the exist- 
ence of demons, and affirm that the original word 
signifies souls of the dead. Now I am persuaded 
that no scholar will deny that the standard clAssics 
use the word to represent an order of beings be- 
tween man and God. They are divided into good 
demons, who are supposed to watch over our for- 
tunes, and malignant demons, who are supposed to 
work our injury. They are sometimes termed good 
and evil genii. It is true that the souls of the de- 
parted are sometimes called demons ; but this is not 
its uniform or common signification. Pickering, 
the lexicographer, gives as the primary definition 
— “good or evil spirits, angels.” Thales divided 
the deities into three classes— God, demons, and 
heroes. Plato says, ‘‘ The demons hold a middle 
place between God and men”; and Plutarch de- 
scribes a class of demons *“‘ who never dwelt in 


bodies at all.” ‘hese quotations are sufficient to 
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show that the Greek authors understood, by demons, 
a class of inferior deities, good and bad. 

Our antagonists now confess that the heathen 
philosophers believed in demons as a spiritual or- 
der, who sometimes afflict our race with epilepsy 
and lunacy; but they tell us that Christ used the 
word in deference to the vulgar notions of the day, 
whilst He meant by it ordinary diseases. But this 
reflects on His integrity as a moral teacher. It 
represents Him as openly supporting a false phil- 
osophy, whilst in His secret mind he ‘opposed it. 
But this is just what we cannot believe of Christ. 
Besides, if the statement be admitted, then every 
man will be at liberty to sift the Word of God to 
his own liking, and hew out a gospel to his own 
taste. It will be enough for us, to reject any 
doctrine, to say that it is a wild notion of a former 
age which Christ did not see fit to assail, and 
which He alluded to in accommodation to the 
views of His auditors. 

But our appeal is to the Bible. Observe the 
following things: 1. The demoniac of Gadara 
possessed superhuman strength. No man could 
tame him. He burst his chains as Samson did the 


green withes. Now whence came this excessive 
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streneth, if "he was not helped by unseen power? 
2. These demoniacs exhibited superhuman knowl- 
edge. They invariably recognized Christ as the 
Son of God. ‘‘ We know thee who thou art, the 
Holy One of God,? was their uniform testimony. 
Now it is certainly strange that the wise men of 
that day failed to discover who Jesus was, and that 
the crazy people whom He met at once and uni- 
versally knew Him. I can conceive how one or 
two might, through association, call Him the Son 
of God; btit it is beyond human belief that all of 
them should do so, unless they possessed some 
secret information on the subject. And the apostle 
James has told us who thus secretly knew Christ: 
‘¢ The devils believe and tremble.” Furthermore, 
they understood what the Jews and even the dis- 
ciples were ignorant of, namely: that the Lord had 
not come then to punish the ungodly : ‘¢ They cried 
out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment 
us before the time?” 3. In delivering those pos- 
sessed, Jesus did not speak to the persons afflicted, 
but to their invisible tormentors. He “ rebuked 
the. devil, and said, Come out.” Did He thus 


address some unconscious disease? Once we find 
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Him rebuking a fever, but it-is not called a demon. 
Usually, however, in ordinary diseases, He ad- 
dressed the persons themselves, saying, ‘‘ Be thou 
clean,” ‘‘ Receive thy sight,” etc. 4. The demons 
spoke to Christ and made requests of Him. They 
said, ‘* Torment us not,” ‘* Send us into the swine,” 
etc. Are we to suppose that diseases thus adjured 
the Saviour? When did deafness, blindness, fever, 
or palsy thus appeal to the great Physician? 5. 
The devils entered into a herd of swine. Now 
whose credulity is so whale-like as to believe that, 
when the lunatics were healed, the hogs imme- 
diately became insane? And, 6. The devils are 
expressly distinguished from diseases. ‘* They 
brought unto Him all sick people that were taken 
with divers diseases and torments, and those which 
were possessed with devils, and those which 
were lunatic, and those that had the palsy.” Here 
the matter is determined. Four classes of the 
afflicted are here described: the paralytic; the 
lunatic; those taken with divers diseases and 
torments; and yet another, those possessed with 
devils. Demoniacs are not lunatics. Now these 
facts are sufficient to establish the doctrine of 


actual possessions. We cannot reason with men 
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who, in the face of such evidence, persist in affirm- 
ing that demoniacs are only madmen. 

I will here explain the difference between 
lunatics and demoniacs. The mind is composed 
of several faculties, and its sanity depends upon 
the harmonious action of them all. Disease may 
invade the brain, the residence of the mind, and 
impair one or -more of its organs. Insanity results, 
and is proportionable to the extent of the disease. 
This derangement may be criminal, as when it is 
brought on by sinful practices; and it is not too 
much to say that Satan may sometimes thus afflict 
and derange the mind. Yet it does not amount to 
possession; it is simple lunacy. But in the case 
of a demoniac, Satan, or rather some of his emis- 
saries, directly invades the mind and occupies it. 
The mind, in this event, either ceases to act, or is 
controlled by the fiend. A foreign power presides. 
The mind of a lunatic, then, is simply deranged. 
If it reasons at all, it does so correctly from false 
premises, or falsely from correct premises. But in 
\a demoniac, the mind either disappears altogether 
in the presence, or becomes. the facile vehicle, of 
the invader ;' and, owing to the viciousness of this 


foreign mind, it may exhibit symptoms of derange- 
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ment, and yet display superior wisdom and secret 
knowledge. And such were the phenomena pre- 
sented by the demoniacs of the Bible. 

Some objection has been expressed against the 
idea of actual possessions on the ground that we 
cannot understand how demons could possess the 
mind. But the same objection lies against the 
special providence of God, the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, the power of spiritual beings over 
men generally, and, indeed, the influence of mind 
upon mind. I have stated how one mind may 
completely possess another; and surely there is no 
greater difficulty encompassing the phenomena of 
demoniacal possessions than those of mesmerical 
possessions. He who has witnessed the latter may be- 
lieve the former without any extortion upon his faith. 

From what has preceded, it would appear that 
demoniacs are not of necessity personally great 
sinners. As far as they have entertained the sug- 
gestions of the devil, and thus invited possession, 
they are of course criminal. But we may infer 
from other afflictions visited on men by Satan, that 
some of those possessed may, in like manner, have 
been overcome without any wilful consent to his 


devices. Christ seems to have had compassion on 
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all who came in His way, showing that they were 
not abandoned of God. Demoniacal possessions 
may not therefore always involve the occupation of 
the heart, and may frequently be involuntary. 
The unfortunate sufferers are to be pitied, not con- 
demned. 

Many divines suppose that demoniacs were pecu- 
liar to the age of Christ, that they were permitted 
then as an occasion for the exhibition of Christ’s 
sovereignty over the powers of darkness, and that 
consequently this form of Satanic power existed 
neither before, nor has it existed since that period. 
I cannot endorse this hypothesis, and for the rea- 
sons following : 

1. There is no intimation in the Bible that de- 
moniacs were peculiar to the age of Christ. If it 
were so, there would surely be some notice of it. 
A phenomenon so distressing, and appearing sé 
suddenly, could not have escaped the pen of his- 
tory; and its disappearance would certainly have 
been signalized by some grateful mention. A pa- 
renthesis so marvellous in the history of the Church 
would surely have been so marked in the record. 
But no such mark appears. On the contrary, a 


belief in demoniacs is as old as history. Josephus 
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informs us of their existence in the days of Solomon, 
that the king could cast out demons, and that he 
taught the art to others. And the evangelists intro- 
duce this infirmity to our notice just as they do oth- 
ers, without any special mark of novelty. The 
people manifested no unusual alarm about it. They 
recognized it as something with which they were 
familiar. ‘The Saviour Himself was charged with 
having a devil — it was their mode of explaining 
any supernatural appearance not agreeable to them- 
selves. And Jesus inquired, ‘By whom do your 
children cast them out?” There were Jews who 
professed to dispossess evil spirits; both incidents 
showing that it was zo¢t zew at the manifestation of 
the Messiah. Furthermore, Christ commissioned 
His disciples ‘* to cast out unclean spirits, and to 
heal all manner of sickness, and all manner of dis- 
ease.” And it must be observed that there is no- 

where any intimation that unclean spirits shall 7 
cease Jefore sickness or disease. And then among 
the very last instances of the disciples executing 
this commission we find this: ‘ Unclean spirits, 
crying with loud voice, came out of many that 
were possessed.” This occurred long after the 


crucifixion. Hence it is evident that demoniacs 
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were not limited to the time of Christ. The record 
is against it; and it would be equally scriptural to 
affirm that palsy, and leprosy, and fever, and death, 
were confined to His day, for they furnished occa- 
sions for the manifestations of His power also. 

2. Demoniacs existed in the days of the Christian 
Fathers; at least the belief in their existence pre- 
vailed among them. Justin Martyr, a.p. 165, 
says: ‘*Many Christians, simply by calling on 
the name of Jesus, have healed many that were 
possessed of evil spirits, and still continue to heal 
such.” Irenaeus says: ‘‘ Some certainly and truly 
eject demons.” ‘Theophilus of Antioch, A. D. 170, 
testifies: ‘‘ Demoniacs are sometimes, even to this 
day, exorcised in the name of the living God.” 
Tertullian, Cyprian, and Lactantius, furnish similar 
testimony as to the existence of demoniacs in their 
time, and as to the subjection of demons to the 
name of Christ. Now whatever value may attach 
to the evidence of the primitive Church, it certainly 
demonstrates that history contradicts the idea of 
demoniacs being peculiar to the age of Christ. 

3. Credible witnesses avow the existence of de- 
moniacs in modern times. Repudiating the testi- 


mony of the middle ages, we have the venerable 
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name of John Calvin subscribed to demoniacal pos- 
sessions in his day. In his Jvstitutes he admits 
the possibility of such possessions; and in his Lzfe 
and Times there is a curious account of aman who, 
Calvin believed, was possessed by a demon. He 
seems to have rejected the popular idea of witch- 
craft; for he would not allow the exorcism of chil- 
dren, which others of his day firmly advocated. 
His deliberative intellect avoided extremes. On 
the one hand, he rejected the superstitious deliver- 
ances around him; and, on the other, he knew 
from the Scriptures that Satan has the power of 
* possessing the human understanding, and that time 
has not abridged that power. And hence when a 
case presented itself sufficiently accredited, and de- 
fying all ordinary solution, he was willing to regard 
it as an instance of Satanic possession. The Rev. 
Dr. Ramsay, a late missionary to India, remarks, 
in his work entitled A Satanic Delusion, that 
‘‘ the most of our missionaries in the heathen world 
have witnessed such scenes as correspond very well 
with the scriptural account of demoniacal posses- 
sions; and if they are not in reality demoniacal 
possessions, it will be difficult to account for them 


on any other theory.” He gives some cases, and 
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adds that ‘*the Christians who have witnessed 
them, as far as I have known their views, agree in 
the fact that they are veritable possessions.” He 
further announces, and shows from instances re- 
cited, that these cases are now subject to tne name 
of Christ. Dr. Ramsay cites the testimony of other 
missionaries to the same effect; and among them 
may be mentioned the Rev. Joseph Wolff, mission- 
ary to the Jews, and known to all the Christian 
world. Now these are the statements of credible 
Witnesses; and they show that there are persons in 
our day who present all the symptoms of demoni- 
acism recorded in the New Testament. 

I may here allude to a class of insane persons as 
adding something to this view. I have shown that 
there is a wide difference between lunatics and de- 
moniacs; yet in almost every insane asylum there 
are those who exhibit extraordinary symptoms, very 
much resembling those of demoniacs. We see in 
them not only the tearing, and foaming, and rav- 
ing, and other physical disorders, but also an unac- 
countable mental state. These same maniacs can 
talk calmly and rationally. They sometimes dis- 
play a knowledge of things which they did not 
before their insanity. And what is stranger still, 
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they are often the subject of impulses which they 
_ dread and detest. I lately read of a husband who 
felt a strong desire to kill his wife; and, fearing 
lest he might do so, he warned her of her danger, 
and implored her to have him secured. The rec- 
ords of insanity abound with such cases. Now, 
whence came such impulses? They cannot orig- 
inate with the persons themselves, for they abhor 
them. In fact, they seem conscious of their own 
subjection to malignant power foreign to them- 
selves. May they not be possessed? Dogmatism 
here should be avoided; and, whilst I would not 
positively affirm the existence of demoniacs in our 
midst, I would not positively deny it. 

In concluding the discussion on Satan’s intellec- 
tual power, let us learn: 1. To beware of first 
thoughts. On the banks of the Mississippi I have 
seen the flood swelling. On the levee might be 
seen a slight depression. The waters gently ap- 
proach it, and more gently stilk push a few light 
drops over the barrier. A spadeful of earth would 
save millions now. But it is neglected; and soon 
the impetuous flood pours through in torrents, wi- 
dening and deepening, till, like some unchained 


maniac, it rushes, with resistless might, over fields 
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and forests, over houses and inhabitants — another 
deluge in frightful miniature! First thoughts are 
like these first drops of the crevasse. The mind 
comes to conclusions by a succession of ideas; and 
it is this characteristic that imparts such awful im- 
portance to the first of a series. No man ever yet 
resolved on any daring enterprise, or outrageous 
crime, at once, or spontaneously. No high pur- 
pose is born, Minerva-like, in panoply. The most 
enormous sin that ever blasted a human hope, or 
cursed a human soul, may be traced to a first 
thought, a feeble suggestion that touches the mind, 
as a rain-drop impinges the solid sides of Gibraltar. 
But it was entertained, and, growing on its enter- 
tainment, it soon leaped, like another Hercules, 
into fearful activity. The house was burned, the 
murder was committed, the city was sacked, the 
empire was overthrown. A single spark may thus 
consume a world. Watch first thoughts. If they 
be good, give them: room; they are the birth of des- 
tiny. If they be evil, pile up barriers; they are 
the crevasse opening, the wedge of guilt entering 
between the soul and heaven. 

2. Beware of certain hadzts of thought. The 
law of England forbids butchers to sit in jury on 
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criminal cases. It is supposed that their familiar- 
ity with blood obtunds their perceptions of the value 
of life." Such isthe power of association ; and Satan 
understands it. To-day some wicked suggestion is 
presented to the mind, and we instinctively shrink 
from its contact; but to-morrow it is presented 
again, and we have lost some of our disgust. 
Again it is presented, and it is not so abruptly dis- 
missed — it is more hospitably entertained ; and so 
on, till the mind is deprived of its sensibility, and, 
instead of waiting for the visitation, we go after 
it. The mind is now ‘ possessed” of evil. A per- 
nicious habit of thought has enslaved 'the soul ; and,« 
worse yet, it may end in the mad-house! And, 
still worse, in some damning crime! 

3. Let.us be thankful for the Zroper use of our 
reason. Surely it isa blessing. I like the Scotch 
for that: in their prayers you will almost always 
hear their gratitude expressed ‘‘ for the use of our 
reason.” The sight of some poor maniac, on whose 
mind the light of thought never beams, whose 
bosom has been despoiled of its noble feelings, and 
before whose eyes frightful shapes are forever glid- 
ing — ah! the very thought of such should inspire 
praise to Him who has graciously preserved us from 


such a calamity. 
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THE MORAL POWER OF SATAN. 


‘SWHEREIN in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience.” — EPH. ii., 2. 


N idiot is a sad sight. We look with compas- 
sion upon the low, repulsive brow, whose 

only expression is vacancy. The eye stares, but 
there is no fire in it; and there is nothing in all the 
‘countenance to suggest the presidency of thought 
within. The mind, if such it can be called, is a 
stranger to the joy of rational existence. All is 
perpetual night, one unbroken gloom; and as he 
eats and sleeps and mutters some incoherent sen- 
tences, we feel ourselves associated with only so 
much unconscious flesh. We can hold no com- 
munion with it; and we turn away in sorrow from 
such an abortion of nature. 
A maniac is a sad sight. Mind once dwelt 
there. Bold thought, daring fancy and ponderous 
argument once found entertainment there. But 


order no longer exists, and each power now revels 
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in terrific profligacy. There are thoughts, but oh, 
how wild! There is expression, but it is the scowl 
of frenzy ; the eye burns, but it is with the fury 
of hell. The palace is all beautiful yet; but in- 
stead of gods, the very furies possess it now. It is 
the wreck of a soul, broken away in its madness 
from its Maker. 

But sadder than either is a sight of the demondst, 
one whose life is directed by evil spirits. At this 
the angels may well lift up their hands in amaze- 
ment; and we would be so astonished too, if that 
sight were not our fellow-men, if we did not meet 
with it every day. A human heart possessed by 
devils! My friends, the very thought is frightful ; 
and it would be incredible if the evidence were not 
so overwhelming. There are men in the world 
under the dominion of Satan; ‘‘ children of dis- 
obedience” in whom Satan *‘ now worketh”’; who 
‘¢do the works of their father, the devil”; and 
who “worship devils.” Immortal beings turning 
away from the living God, and paying - divine 
honors to His rival! Ah, if we could see the un- 
holy league that men have struck with hell, we 
would exclaim with the old prophet, ‘* Oh, that my 


eyes were a fountain of tears.” 
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By the moral power of Satan I mean the influ- 
ence which he exerts over the moral nature of man. 
This is not accomplished by any direct or imme- 
diate operation on the heart. That is the prerog- 
ative of the Almighty. Every moral creature 
possesses a nature which cannot be invaded with- 
out the criminal consent of the creature himself. 
The gates of this citadel must be opened from, 
within. Man, for example, is endowed with cer- 
tain affections which determine his moral char- 
acter —if these are set on holy objects, his character 
is holy ; if on unholy objects, his character is un- 
holy ; with a conscience whose special function it 
is to direct the affections, to announce what may 
be loved and what may not; with an understand- 
ing to comprehend what is commanded and what 
forbidden; and with a will armed with power to 
execute the determinations of the other faculties. 
These constitute man’s crown, which no power 
under the suncan take from him without his own 
volition. They are as natural to him as gravity is 
to matter; and hence a radical revolution in man’s 
moral nature is, in the spiritual sphere, just what a 
reversion of the law of attraction would be in the 


material. There is no sin, no apostasy till the de- 
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sires have moved towards some unholy object, or 
become inordinately attached to something lawful 
in itself, or sought their gratification in some for- 
bidden manner—all in spite of the conscience. 
Satan may address the understanding, and through 
it appeal to the affections. He may present mo- 
tives to sin; but the yielding to these motives must 
be the act of the man only. It was so with Eve. 
All the tempter did was to appeal to her desire for 
happiness and knowledge, and adroitly suggest its 
gratification in an unlawful object. She consented. 
She yielded to the indulgence of appetite against 
the protests of her moral sense. And the sin was 
not so much in the external act, as in the inward 
movement of the soul. There was a fatal trans- 
formation within, an awful lapse of her moral na- 
ture. Her heart was then turned from God to 
inferior things. It was apostasy. And it was her 
own act. Satan hada hand in it; but he was only 
the tempter. The responsibility of yielding was 
solely hers. And so it alwaysis. There is no ex- 
cuse for sin. The deed is done; we may have 
been tempted, but the guilt of entertaining and 
consenting to the temptation is exclusively with 
ourselyes. It is this makes us sinners, 
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It appears, therefore, that the mind is the chief 
theatre of Satan’s operations. It is here he plants 
his guns and shoots his suggestions at the heart. 
He cannot cross the sacred threshhold till it is 
opened voluntarily. Subjectively, man is gov- 
erned by the principles of love: and of fear. His 
ruling passion, his dominating love, whatever it is, 
holds him on his way; whilst the instinct of self 
preservation repels whatever threatens his well- 
being. But these internal affections are excited by 
external causes or reasons for action, which we call 
motives. Hence, in working the destruction of 
man, or in exerting an influence over his moral na- 
ture, Satan is confined to the selection and presen- 
tation of motives calculated to excite the affections 
to some forbidden gratification, and to the conceal- 
ment of any dangers that may attend such a grat- 
ification. Now you will see at once that, in order 
to compass his purpose in any case, he must resort 
to deception. He must not show his horns. He 
must lie. He must cover up the truth, To his 
victim the deed proposed must not appear as sin, 
or the inflexible connection between sin and suf- 
fering must appear annulled. His triumphs must 


all be won by craft and subtlety. In the garden, 
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having roused up the desire to “‘be as gods,” and 
having pointed to the forbidden tree as the means 
of securing the coveted attainment, he proceeded 
to disarm the woman of her fears: ‘Ye shall not 
surely die.” And this same falsehood is the key- . 
note to all of his temptations in our world. And 
hence the Bible describes him as a dar, decezver, 
the father of fzes ; and his works as devices and 
SUarES. 

In attempting the demoralization of holy crea- 
tures, I presume that Satan does not seek to turn 
the affections abruptly to sin. That would dis- 
close his object. His method must be more indi- 
rect. He aims at exciting the natural desires to 
excess, or to find their satisfaction in some forbid- 
den way, and thus introduce derangement and sin. 
He seems to have pursued both of these plans 
with Eve and with Christ. I have no idea that in 
the former case his success was spontaneous. 
There must have been a severe contest between 
virtue and the tempter before the upright soul de- 
liberately surrendered its purity. And in his as- 
sault upon the Saviour, Satan was utterly 
~ discomfited. In every onset he was met by an 
invincible holiness. But with fallen man his con- 
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quest is comparatively easy. He has not to seek 
the corruption of a holy nature. That is already 
accomplished. He finds the heart ‘‘swept and 
garnished,” ready for his entertainment—a state 
of mind all too willing to listen to the charmer, 
and to welcome his devices for unrighteous living. 
Wicked man “rolls sin as a sweet morsel under his 
tongue.” He.‘‘drinks in iniquity like water.” It 
is true that with many, especially with the young, and 
those under the tuition of religious society, there 
remain some traces of man’s original integrity — 
‘some lingering antagonism to outrageous wicked- 
ness. They are not devils yet, and will not fall 
down and worship Satan at his mere bidding. 
And with most men, too, the indestructible con- 
science has not lost all of its power. It still utters 
its voice, and at times all men are constrained to 
recognize its authority. Hence the temptations 
of Satan may be reduced to three classes : 

1. Those that aim at the indulgence of a lawful 
love to an unlawful degree. It isa singular fact 
that in Christian communities men transgress not 
so much by doing that which is sinful in itself, 
as by an excessive devotion to what is either indif- 


ferent or lawful in itself. The young and the gay 
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turn their thoughts to certain amusements, and discov- 
ering nothing in them positively sinful, finally become 
totally absorbed in them. The possession of prop- 
erty, provision for the family and for old age, is all 
right; and men give themselves up to the accumu- 
lation of riches, whilst the vast concerns of eternity 
are neglected. In this way, too, the corruption of 
pure religion is effected. Men fasten their atten- 
tion upon the trivialities of the church, make broad 
their phylacteries and utter long prayers, whilst 
far weightier ‘matters are omitted. And _ thus 
things, good in their place, absorb the mind and 
monopolize the energies, conscience is lulled to 
sleep, and the higher duties of the soul are forgot- 
ten. We should never forget that a lawful attach- 
ment, gratified to the exclusion of other and higher 
claims, is always fatal to piety, and that to accom- 
plish such exclusion is one of Satan’s snares. It 
is the marrying a wife, the purchase of oxen, the 
securement of a title, all legitimate in themselves, 
which, loved too dearly, induce men. to despise 
the invitations of heaven. 

2. Those that aim at the indulgence of a lawful 
- love in an unlawful manner. It is no uncommon 


thing for men advancing a good cause to resort to 


% 
150 LECTURES ON SATAN. 


unwarranted measures to forward their object. 
Urged on by a fervid zeal, they will perpetrate a 
wrong, and think they are doing God service. 
“The end sanctifies the means” has been adopted asa 
principle by the Jesuits, and is employed to sanction 
their iniquitous theory of pious frauds. The ear- 
marks of the great deceiver are upon the whole sys- 
tem. ‘* Shall we do evil that good may come? God 
forbid.” History furnishes us with some huge ex- 
amples of Satan’s success with this weapon. The 
most grinding oppressions have been enacted in 
the name of liberty, and the most flagrant wrongs 
have been inflicted in the sacred name of religion. 
Where is the despot who does not pretend to sit 
upon his throne ‘*‘by the grace of God”? Does 
not the Roman pontiff make merchandise of the 
bodies and souls of men, and lord it over God’s 
heritage, and blaspheme Jehovah by calling him- 
self zzfatizble, all in the name of the Lord Christ? 
Witness the crusades. The object was to recover 
the Holy Land from the infidel; and, to accom- 
plish that, all the multiplied horrors of a pro- 
tracted war were discharged upon the Eastern 
Continent. Seldom, if ever, were so many crimes 


and miseries committed and endured in the same 
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time by all grades of society. It is not enough 
to say that all these expeditions resulted from mere 
enthusiasm. ‘Their origin was more occult. Satan 
marshalled those hosts under the banner of the 
cross. Consider persecution, also. ‘That is always 
resorted to in the disguise of religion. All men 
ought to believe; and therefore zealots invoke the 
argument of the rack and torture, the faggot and 
the sword, to compel love. They £277 men to cure 
them. Look on that old inquisitor, with his hand 
dripping with the blood of saints. Why, he will 
lay that gory palm on the Bible and swear that he 
is doing God service! ‘ Bayonets think.” I do 
not believe it. It may be partly true as represent- 
ing the American idea, and in that sense I would 
hope that every spade, and pick, and plough in the 
land thinks. A nation of thinkers is what we 
want. The sentiment may also be true for de- 
fence, but it is altogether false for the propagation 
of the faith. Violence never converted a soul. 
The bayonet does not think when used for such a 
purpose; it Aates. Itis the devil’s weapon. ‘Put 
up the sword and turn your spears into pruning- 
hooks,” is the command of our Prince; ‘‘for the 


weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but spirit- 
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ual.” And they are,‘ mighty.” Strike, if you 
will; but hear me first. 

3. Those that aim at quieting the conscience in 
the indulgence of sin. The soul may have parted 
with every positive virtue, and there may be every 
disposition to sin, but the moral sense remains. It 
may be drugged; but in spite of all opiates, it will 
wake up sometimes and confront its possessor with 
alarms that will not down at his bidding. Men 
feel that they cannot pluck up the foundations of 
hell by a wish, that they cannot reverse the laws of 
their being by a volition, and that they cannot an- 
nihilate God by a thought. There is death, and 
what comes after? There is the consciousness of 
sin —what disasters may that bring? ‘There is the 
future, dark, impenetrable, heavy with awful night, 
and without a star. Shall I dare all — death, devil, 
hell, eternity, God? Shall I defy and tell them to 
do their worst? Speak! weird ghost of the tomb, 
and tell me what lies deyond. Questions like these 
press continually upon the rational mind. They 
clamor in the ears of the spirit, and demand an an- 
swer; but when the uneasy soul looks down into 
the cavernous mouth of the world to come, Doubt 
and Fear are the only forms seen, stalking like 
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spectres amid the grim shadows of the deep. Sin- 
ners therefore hesitate; and to dispel these appre- 
hensions is, after all, the grand object of Satan’s 
temptations among men. Hell must be hid, the 
sense of justice must be obliterated. God’s puni- 
tive judgments must be concealed, all prospect of 
future suffering must be dissipated. Danger, there 
“must be none. And numerous are his arts to 
achieve this. God is too good to punish men for- 
ever; or, the ungodly are sufficiently punished in 
this life; ox, all men are saved at death by Christ ; 
or, atonement is made by temporary suffering in 
hell; or, death is annihilation to the sinner; or, 
man is not immortal— there is no God, no future 
world— man is only a noble brute. These and 
many other falsehoods he teaches men to believe, 
so that they are relieved of their fears and can sin 
with greediness. And, when these fail, he turns 
preacher and denounces orthodoxy, proclaims some 
soul-destroying error, and persuades men that they 
are safe. ‘Their consciences are pacified, they are 
‘at ease in Zion,” they have the form of godliness, 
but not its power, and say, Peace, peace, to their 
souls, when, alas! the word is on its pilgrimage 
from the throne, ‘‘Cut them down.” The Bible 
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speaks of “the doctrines of devils” ; and these are 
some of them. 

Now when, by either or all of these methods, 
men have yielded to the seductions of Satan, and 
shut their eyes upon the consequences, then it is 
that, by the law of a fearful acceleration, they are 
hurried precipitately into the open field of heaven- 
defying sin. Every moral barrier is broken down. 
The reins are upon the neck of the wild charger, 
another Mazeppa careering hellwards. No tempter 
is needed now. His only business henceforth is to 
lead the race. And the earth is a sad witness that 
there are men in the world who are fiends in all but 
their power. The adulteries, thefts, robberies, 
murders, and massacres that crowd the pages of 
history, testify with mournful emphasis that there 
are human monsters among us who have no fear 
of God or man before their eyes. All they want is 
an opportunity. We all feel this. Our laws, 
locks, courts, prisons and scaffolds tell us plainly 
that society is on the defensive. There are masses 
of wickedness surging along our streets and per- 
meating our population, watching an occasion to 
break through all order, violate the sanctity of our 


liomes, and glut every lust known to abandoned 
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humanity. ‘‘A bear robbed of her whelps” isa 
lamb compared with such incarnate outlawry. 
She knows no pity, but there is no devil in her 
rage. | 

It would be an endless and a melancholy story that 
should recite all the instrumentalities employed by 
Satan in carrying on his unholy work in our world: 
the vast systems of error whereby men are kept in 
bondage to him, and the numerous institutions 
manipulated by him for the corruption of man- 
kind. I have said enough to demonstrate that his 
power over the moral nature of man is really 
appalling. 

Now, it is apparent that no man in an unregen- 
erate state can successfully withstand the arts of 
this archangel fallen. Such persons love: their 
chains. They ‘* will not come to the light.” But, 
my friends, with hearts renewed by celestial grace, 
and sustaimed by the Holy Spirit, we are more than 
a match for the devil. Every Christian heart is a 
battle-ground, grander, and possessing more his- 
toric interest, than Marathon, or Austerlitz, or 
Waterloo; and on every such field Satan daily suf- 
fers defeat. ‘* Resist the devil, and he will flee 


from you.” 
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The temptation of Christ may be regarded asa 
type of all. The methods of attack in his case 
were fundamentally the same as those adopted 
against us. They were all such as might be 
directed against any one. Satan was a Socinian 
then. He approached Christ as a man—a great 
man, indeed — endowed with miraculous power, 
but still a man: a man in want of bread —a man 
under the care of angels —a man aiming to rule 
the world. And there is a world of encourage- 
ment in the fact, that the weapons with which our 
Saviour repulsed the adversary were just such as 
are available for every one of us. It was not by. 
making bare the arm of His omnipotence that Jesus 
vanquished the fiend. There flashed from His eye 
no gleam of the lightnings that chased the ancient 
rebel from the skies. Oh, no! it was as Jaz that 
Jesus conquered then, and_so showed us how to 
conquer too. In every instance the sophistry of 
the tempter was silenced by the Scrzptures: * It 
is written.” So also were all the fiery darts of the 
evil one met by the impenetrable shield of fazth. 
In tribulation, he would not distrust God’s prov- 
idence by doing an unbidden thing for deliverance ; 


satisfied of God’s care, he would not do an unnec- 
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essary thing to prove it; and, relying on God’s 
promises, he would not do a forbidden thing to 
realize them. «And then, underlying all this, there 
was the instinct of olzzess, that promptly discov- 
ered the wrong disguised, quickly resisted the im- 
piety, and at last burst out in righteous indignation 
at the bare thought of bowing down to a creature. 
And these, too, are our weapons, ‘‘ the armor of 
God,” wearing which, we are invincible. Thus 
_ equipped, ‘five shall chase an hundred, and an 
hundred shall put ten thousand to flight.” 
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THE DOOM OF SATAN. 


“€ Anp the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tor- 
mented day and night for ever and ever.” — REVELATION XxX., 10. 


HAT is to be the future history of the black 
prince? He has certainly played a fearful 
part in the drama of the past; and the mind nat- 
urally inquires, What is to be his end? The future 
of Satan, as of every creature, is hid from mortal 
sight, save what is revealed by inspiration. The 
record on this subject, however, is explicit. It 
may not answer every curious question, yet in its 
leading features it is not ambiguous. Every allu- 
sion to the coming doom of the arch-deceiver is 
big with tragedy and disaster. Every visign of the 
seer witnesses to Pelion piled upon Ossa, woe 
heaped upon woe. The doom of Satan may be 
thus summed up: 
1. He zs to live forever. Miserable now, he 
must remain so throughout eternity. Some philos- 


ophers have based immortality on the possession 
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of a spiritual nature. They tell us that all matter 
is composed of particles, and hence may suffer dis- 
solution or death; but that. spirit is simple and 
unmixed, cannot be dissolved, and therefore cannot 
cease to be. As it cannot be reduced to a simpler 
element, it must live by the necessity of its nature. 
But the argument is defective. It confounds death 
with annihilation. It may be that spirit cannot 
die —that is, that it cannot be reduced to parts — 
but this is far from proving that it cannot be re- 
solved into nothingness. The only reason why 
any creature exists at all is the will of God. Every 
created thing came into being, and is sustained, by 
the word of His power. And surely the same 
voice that spoke spirit into being can speak it out 
of being. Ido not hesitate to say that God could, 
by a word, annihilate the universe, blot from exist- 
ence the heavens and the earth. But the question 
is, Will He do so? Before any man can affirm that 
Satan, or any other creature, will ever cease to be, 
he must first prove that God has so resolved. It is 
incumbent on the annihilationists, therefore, to lay 
their fingers on the word wherein God has ex- 
pressed His purpose to annihilate any portion of 
His creation. But this has never been done. No 
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man has yet been able, and I doubt if any ever 
will be able, to prove, either from nature or rev- 
elation, that God ever has annihilated, or that He 
ever will annihilate, any of His creatures. There 
is nothing in the history or knowledge of man to 
intimate that anything brought into existence will 
ever cease to exist, somehow and somewhere.. So 
far as we can gather from experience and the 
Bible, annihilation is unknown in the universe. 
Every thing that zs seems destined ¢o de. There 
is change, decay, death, matter being translated 
into other forms; but no naturalist has ever been 
able to report the absolute destruction of a single 
atom. Our world is as big to-day, and swings as 
heavily on its hinges of air, as on that morning 
when its birth was heralded through the skies. 
Nothing has been lost. And the Bible proceeds 
upon this fact from first to last. Everywhere per- 
petuity is assumed. There is not a hint that any 
part of creation shall ever come to such a period 
as annihilation. Everlasting and forever are the 
terms used to describe the duration of existence. 
You are. That isa solemn truth; and the most 
penetrating vision is important to discover aught 


but that you w2l/ forever be, He is, therefore, a 
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credulous as well as reckless reasoner who will 
predict that you, or any other creature, will ever 
go down to nothingness —that God will undo 
what He has done. 

Now, to a holy being this fact is a source of in- 
finite joy; but, to the wicked, what a calamity is an 
endless life! Why, to multitudes of our fellow- 
men nothing could bring greater misery than a 
decree from heaven that they should always re- 
main just what they are. Even this short life 
becomes intolerable to many. ‘Their sins find 
them out, terrors begirt them round, the burden 
is too heavy for them to bear, anything for a 
change, a plunge into hell may be some relief; 
and so, daring the worst, they try the gulf? And 
this is Satan’s destiny, to be forever what he is — 
wicked, wretched, and undone. There is no escape 
from himself. No time, no change, no revolution, 
no flight of ages will bring any respite or deliver- 
‘" ance. Receiving an endless existence from his 
Maker, and having turned that into a curse, he can 
never get rid of it. 

2. He ts to be expelled from the world. For 
this end was Christ manifested, ‘‘That he might 
destroy the works of the devil.” This wicked 
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apostate invaded Paradise, seduced our first 
parents, and thereby introduced disease, misery, 
and death; and during all the long and mournful 
periods of time his black banner has been floating 
over the habitations of men. The earth has 
groaned under the burden of sin. But God has 
set His love on the children of men, and has sent 
His Son to reclaim His lost empire, and He will 
destroy every vestige of Satan’s usurpation here. 
All the schemes of the enemy will terminate in 
disaster to himself. Even ordinary worldlings 
look to the future, and tell us of a high moral 
elevation to which the - populations of earth are 
tending. AIl hope for a millennium of some kind. 
But the Bible assures us that it is for the righteous 
only, and that it is to be brought about by the 
grace and power of God. Millions have already 
been delivered from the power of darkness, mil- 
lions now are on their way to glory, and millions 
more will follow. ‘‘An innumerable company 
which no man can number” shall be redeemed 
from the earth. The time is fixed. God only 
delays till the last Israelite gains the other shore, 
and then the Judgment will begin. Then the Son 
of Man will be revealed from heaven, with all the 
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holy angels. Then a voice louder than ten thou- 
sand thunders shall burst from the skies, and roll 
its pulsations round the world. All the dead in 
Christ shall hear. The precious dust of God’s 
children, wherever sleeping, shall be gathered up, 
and all the saints shall rise, with bodies glorified, 
and immortal life throbbing in their bosoms, and 
shall ascend to their Lord, and enter into rest 
where the wicked cease from troubling, where the 
curse never can come, and where Satan can no 
more tempt. ‘This is the first resurrection.” 
Afterwards, how long I know not, the same mighty 
voice shall wake the wicked from their long slum- 
ber, and call them like unwilling prisoners to the 
bar, there to receive the dread awards of eternity. 
And, finally, this world, over which Satan has 
lorded it so long, and which for ages has labored 
with the primal curse, shall be regenerated. The 
time is coming when the mark of the beast shall 
nowhere be seen in all the earth, when the trail 
of the serpent shall nowhere be discovered in all 
its borders, when no storm shall shake its bowers, 
no earthquake disturb its repose, no blight de- 
scend upon its flowers, and when the sun shall 


look down in smiles upon the fair bosom of regen- 
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erated nature. Yes, this sin-cursed earth shall be 
redeemed. The glorified: body of Christ I regard 
as pledge of that. Why, Christ and the earth are 
kin. His body was prepared here. He once 
drank these waters, breathed this air, and trod this 
terrene. And perhaps it is no extravagance to 
say that, amid all the bright worlds that shine on 
high, there is not one possessing the historic inter- 
est of ours. There is not one of them that has its 
Calvary, not one on which a cross was ever 
erected, not one whose air was ever rent by the 
dying wail of the Redeemer, not one displaying to 
celestial eyes the grand lessons on the Divine gov- 
ernment read here. Such a world, with such a 
story, to be surrendered to annihilation! I cannot 
believe it. God has never said so. He has prom- 
ised that it ‘‘ shall be given to the saints.” It will 
doubtless pass through a baptism of fire. It has 
“already been the scene of huge conflagrations, fit- 
ting it up for human occupancy ; and the pen of in- _ 
spiration informs us how yet another fiery ordeal 
awaits it. But, just as the old world emerged 
from the flood purified, so shall this one. emerge 
from the flames, renewed, reparadised, and fitted 


up for the habitation of righteousness — some say 
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for a new order of beings, and others for the final — 
residence of the saints. But, whatever its future 
destination, this is certain, that it shall be delivered 
from the dominion of evil, that a new genesis shall 
overtake it, and that it shall again be welcomed 
into the brotherhood of worlds with a shout louder 
and sweeter than that which saluted its first advent 
in the skies. ‘ 

3. He is finally to be confined in the bottomless 
pit. Banished from our world, he is doomed, 
with all of his accomplices, to close imprisonment 
in the lake ‘‘ prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels.” His punishment is not yet complete. He 
is still to be tried, and in the consummation of all 
things he will be condemned for all the evils he 
has wrought here and elsewhere. That will be 
the day of his confusion. Then the angels with 
whom he has warred, the souls that he has 
tempted, and the saints that he has persecuted, | 
will all appear in judgment against him, and pour 
their denunciations upon his guilty head. Bold 
blasphemer that he is, he will be speechless then. 
And when the grand assize is concluded, and 
when shame and everlasting contempt are branded 
upon his brow, and when his utter hatefulness is 
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published through the universe, he and his follow- 
ers will be bound with everlasting chains, and com- 
mitted to the abyss from which there is no escape. 
Where is hell? Some have located it in the centre 
of the earth, some in the sun, and others in those 
cheerless depths of everlasting night which are 
supposed to lie beyond the remote provinces of 
creation. The Bible is silent on this subject, only 
telling us that “Tophet is prepared of old,” and 
that it is far away ‘‘from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of His power.” The expressions 
chains, fire, brimstone, smoke, and worm, probably 
are sensible representations of the terrors, anguish, 
remorse and despair, that constitute the portion 
of the damned. Yet, what hell is I cannot tell, for 
I do not know; and my prayer to God is that no 
one of us may ever come into its awful secret. 

I will now conclude these lectures by reminding 
you of the solemn fact that wicked, reprobate men 
are to be punished in hell with the devil and his 
angels. Having loved sin, and rejected the over- 
tures of grace, God finally lets them have their 
way. He will drag no man to heaven. He will 
force no one into Paradise against his will. ‘There 


is a point in the history of all the finally-impenitent 
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where God lets them alone, and gives them up to 
their own hearts’ lusts. And then, by the high ap- 
pointments of eternity, they are henceforth surren- 
dered to the downward gravitation of their own 
corruption; and these shall have their portion in 
the lake that burneth. Very many theories have 
been invented to set aside the testimony of Scrip- 
ture on this subject; and they all, when pushed to 
their conclusions, issue in some excuse for sin. 
They who deny the existence of hell tell us that sin 
is not so damnable after all, and that the popular 
judgment against it is arbitrary; all of which is 
suggestive of the criminal acting as judge and jury 
in his own case. 

It is objected that there is no equitable propor- 
tion between the sin which is finite and the punish- 
ment which is everlasting. Well, then, should the 
same length of time consumed in transgression be 
also consumed in suffering? And, if so, what if 
the sinner should be always sinning? But time is 
not the measure for determining the amount of 
judgment due to sin. A whole day may be neces- 
sary to commit a larceny, whilst a minute may suf- 
fice for the perpetration of the foulest murder; and 


we all judge the latter worthy of the heavier pen- 
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alty. It is the enormity of the offence, and not the 
time occupied in its commission, that decides the 
measure of punishment that is meet. And as there 
are degrees of guilt, so there are degrees of punish- 
ment — ‘* many stripes” and ‘ few.” Moreover, 
the guilt of the sinner does not depend so much on 
what he actually does, as on what he is capable of 
doing, or what is in his heart. When a man has 
once violated our confidence, and robbed us while 
we slept, a decree of perpetual banishment goes 
forth against him. He may serve his term in the 
penitentiary, but we are not satisfied with that. He. 
has, by one act, discovered the depravity of his na- 
ture; our curse is upon ¢ha?/, and whilst he lives 
unchanged the ban will be upon him. Even in the 
grave his memory will be abhorred. But if he 
reforms, will we not forgive him? Yes, when we 
are certified of his new character. And so will 
God. He is faithful to forgive all who confess and 
forsake their sins. 

Infidels sometimes assert that they are not afraid 
to stand or fall on their own merits; all they want 
is justice. Well, my friend, if your appeal is to 
the justice of God, I can assure you that you will 
suffer no wrong at His hands. The Judge of all the 
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Earth will do right. He will deal with you in 
righteousness. He will insist on nothing beyond 
what is due by the terms of settlement. God is 
just, and will never inflict a single stripe too many 
on any creature, however criminal. There is nota 
woe endured by the devil in hell that is not de- 
manded by the strictest equity. God is too holy to 
permit any of His subjects to suffer a single jot or 
tittle of punishment above the most exact right- 
eousness. So you will get justice. But when you 
come to square accounts with your Maker, you 
must abide by the settlement. When your appeal 
is to justice, you are estopped from any appeal to 
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ah! that ominous zf—if then 
you are found a defaulter, the balance must be paid. 
Justice never pardons. ‘The very last farthing 
nominated in the bond will be inflexibly collected. 

It is sometimes objected that God is too good to 
punish, that the idea of future retribution is incon- 
sistent with the benevolence of His nature, and 
that His mercy must prompt Him to pardon the 
sins of men absolutely. Now it is here assumed 
that God’s opposition to sin is purely voluntary, 
and that He may therefore relax His severity 


against it. It is forgotten that God’s enmity to sin 
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is in His very nature. The hostility of light to 
darkness is not more natural and necessary than 
God’s antagonism to sin. “I hate it,” He says. 
Every attribute of His being is arrayed against it. 
His very benevolence is opposed to it. He cannot 
be merciful without at the same time being just. 
He must punish sin, according to its demerit, either 
on the transgressor himself, or his legally-accepted 
substitute. But the objection a child can refute. 
The sickly sentimentalism of grown-up men is dis- 
sipated by the fact of suffering thrust upon us every 
hour. Even in this unequal world “ the way of the 
transgressor is hard.” Every one must concede 
that a state of infelicity uniformly accompanies a 
state of guilt. Then, since penal suffering is not 
incompatible with the benevolence of the divine 
government now, it cannot be in the future. And 
hence, with the postulate that ‘it is not all of life 
to live, nor all of death to die,” a wicked, suffering 
‘soul, on leaving this earthly tabernacle, must con- 
tinue in that state, unless death should effect a ren- 
ovation of the soul. But there have been millions 
upon millions of deaths in our world, and there is 
not one of them that has given any note of a change 


upon the moral character. On the contrary, men 
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retain their depravity up to the very last. . Yea, the 
very last words are frequently cursing and blas- 
phemy — the very last act is sometimes murder. 

A certain class of theorists accept the doctrine 
of future punishment, but insist that it will not be 
everlasting. They tell us that after a time, how. 
long they do not inform us, the lost in hell will ' 
have satisfied justice, and, being renewed, will 
make their way to heaven. Now this theory sup- 
poses that punishment possesses a regenerative 
power. But this is not the story of our prisons. 
Punishment thay inspire fear, and thereby restrain, 
but it cannot convert the heart. The whip never 
did regenerate asoul. The criminal isas wicked in 
the dungeon as out of it. The heart is the same on 
either side of the wall. Satan is as much of a 
devil in hell as when going “ to and fro through the 
earth.” Moreover, the fallen angels have been suf- 
fering many thousand years, and there is no amend- 
ment among them. They are as wicked to-day as 
ever. And so doubtless it will be with reprobate 
men. Hell will not be favorable to holiness. The 
pit and the companionship of devils will not be 
more effective for repentance than the Church and 


the sympathy of Christians. Sinners who have 
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persisted in sin, under the restraints of the gospel, 
will find it still easier to sin when the gospel is 
withdrawn from them. Retaining their perver- 
sity, they will only increase in wickedness, multi- 
ply their crimes, and swell their account. Forever 
sinning, they will be forever suffering. 

Order is a characteristic of God’s government. 
We ourselves insist on congeniality in our associ- 
ates. It is therefore meet that there should be a 
separation between the incorrigibly wicked and the 
righteous; and, therefore, in fixing the ‘ great 
gulf” betwixt hell and heaven, God only con- 
sulted the highest happiness of His creatures. A 
pious minister once preached, that at death all go to 
heaven, but that the wicked, overwhelmed at the 
glory of the sanctuary, voluntarily plunge them- 
selves into hell. There may be a negative mercy 
in the banishment. The ‘* blackness of darkness” 
may be some relief from the awful light of heaven’s 
glory. 

One thought more. Hell was not originally in- 
tended formen. The fire that is unquenchable was 
not kindled originally for any of you. It was * pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” If, therefore, 
you go down to the pit, you will go there as a for- 
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eigner; you will go there as a voluntary exile; you 
will go there a deserter from your race, forcing your 
way against the gospel, against the remonstrances 
_ of conscience, and against the urgency of the Spirit. 
There is mercy for you now. ‘There is no neces- 
sity, no reason why you should be lost, unless you 
should doom yourself to that end. A French infi- 
del, on his way to the scaffold, remarked to his 
companion, ‘* The mystery will soon be solved.” 
Mystery to an infidel! What aconfession! Sin- 
ner, eternity is advancing. The tumbril is bearing 
you to the ‘‘mystery.” What say you? Is there 
any light in the grave to which you descend? 
‘¢ He that believeth shall be saved, and he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” Awful words, 
spoken by One whose lips were not given to 


cruelty. 
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